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production, he was a Baldwin invention : The smoothies
enter rough waters.

A DIARY

WASHBURN AND SONS

LIM ITED

QUESNS ROAD, SOUTHSND-ON-KEA

ANALYSIS
PERFECT WORK OF ART should be shown by itself;
alone on a bare wall, except, possibly, for a corresponding
masterpiece which gives it equilibrium. Little comment should
encumber the following reference to Sir Winston Churchill in
1940, from the memoirs o f General de Gaulle :

A

“ I can still see him at Chequers, one August day, raising his fists
towards the sky as he cried : ‘ So they won’t come !’ ‘ Are you
in such a hurry ?’ I said to him, ‘ to see your towns smashed to
bits ?’ ‘ You see,’ he replied, ‘ the bombing of Oxford, Coventry,
Canterbury will cause such a wave of indignation in the United
States they’ll come into the war !’ ” i
It should be accompanied only by the following extract written
by the late Principal Assistant Secretary, Air Ministry :
“ We began to bomb objectives on the German mainland before
the Germans began to bomb objectives on .the British mainland.
That is a historical fact which has been publicly admitted . . .
We offered London as a sacrifice in the cause of freedom and
civilisation.” 2
This was the mood of an ep och ; those few, brief years which
saw the effective end of the Empire o f Great Britain, and of the
traditional influence o f its people toward nobler ways of living.
As the facts o f the war period emerge, the feeling of an awakening
people can, and will, be expressed from the platform; there are
times when we find the voice more satisfying than the pen.
Sir Winston Churchill leaves behind him the situation caused
by his errors o f judgment and character ; without his energy
and ability to meet it. The Economist complains that his suc
cessor is a Baldwin product, with no Churchill to follow him ;
on this occasion the nation may then be spared the final
disaster. But Sir Anthony Eden is not merely a Baldwin
production, he was a Baldwin invention. These gentlemen should
not complain, for it is the long advocacy of such journalism that
has enthroned mediocrity to maintain orthodoxy, and the static
oligarchy. They played safe in a world without safety. They
willed the means ; now they have the end. The smoothies enter
rough waters.
1 The Call to Honour, by General de Gaulle (Collins)
2 Bombing Vindicated, by J. M. Spaight, C.B., C.B.E., (Geoffrey Bles)
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Minor crisis ; the remedy
We face “ the mortal peril o f being priced out o f world markets,”
says the Prime Minister. In more prosaic language the nation was
made drunk by the Conservative Party in order to win the election,
and is now suffering from a severe hang-over. For inflation is to a
nation what drunkenness is to an individual; we had taken too much
already, but this condition was deliberately aggravated by the last
budget and by other monetary measures designed temporarily to
promote a false sense of well-being
There is a mortal peril o f ultimately being priced out o f world
markets because, in a period o f depression, great capitalist countries
like America will dump their surpluses on world markets at prices we
cannot touch, in addition to the increasing competition from cheap
labour countries like India and Japan which we are already feeling.
A country with so large a proportion of total trade dedicated to
exports has no answer to this condition ; Britain must then enter a
Europe-Africa system or go under. But that is not what the Prime
Minister is talking a b o u t; he has not yet got round to thinking
about all that. He means that if inflation continues we shall price
ourselves out of world markets even in the present conditions o f
world boom ; and, in this limited perspective, he is quite right. This
drunkenness of inflation must be stopped for present purposes, and,
certainly, if we are ever to face the rigorous transition to another
system that will make us independent o f world crisis.
The remedy is direct and simple for any government with the will
and courage to a c t ; it was suggested in an article entitled The
Coming Crisis published in The European in October and November
1954. The incidence o f taxation should be largely shifted from income
to spending. Men should be taxed less on what they bring in and
more on what they pay out. This flexible fiscal instrument can imme
diately help the present situation. H6me consumption can be reduced
by virtually taxing out o f the home market goods in luxury or semiluxury categories. The firms in question can be forced to fight for
export markets while exports remain essential, and their difficulties
can, if necessary, be alleviated by export subsidies financed from
indirect taxation. The remedy is temporary — nothing can save the
present system for long, when world crisis begins — but it is rapid
and effective.
It means again standing orthodoxy on its head ;
but it is better to stand on your head than lose it.
EUROPEAN.
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AUTOMATION:
PROBLEM AND SOLUTION
THE ANSW ER OF EUROPEAN SOCIALISM

by SIR OSWALD MOSLEY
I

THE PROBLEM

AN THE PROBLEM of automation be overcome by
European Socialism ? I recently gave the following broad
definition of this idea.

C

“ European Socialism is the development by a fully united
Europe o f all the resources in our own continent, in white
Africa, and in South America, for the benefit of all the peoples
o f Europe and o f these other European lands, with every energy
and incentive that the active leadership of European government
can give to private enterprise, workers’ ownership, or any other
method o f progress which science and a dynamic system of
government finds most effective for the enrichment of all our
people and the lifting o f European civilisation to ever higher
forms o f life.”
Many detailed questions remain to be answered since the
discussion o f various aspects o f this policy, which followed my
original article in The European and in the German monthly
Nation Europa; I hope to return to them at an early date.
The object of the present article is to apply the principles of
European Socialism to the problem o f automation, which is now
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being debated with some anxiety in the world press ; I believe
they provide the only complete answer so far suggested.
It is scarcely necessary at this point to argue the advantages
of our system over the comprehensive and corrupt bureaucracy
by which the Soviet state uses science, within the prison o f a slave
system which does not release but rather represses the full potential
of energy. In short, we lead and they drive ; we have the higher
ideal and we shall get the greater results. We shall have no
difficulty in matching the Soviet system or meeting the Soviet
argument when the time comes ; at present the difficulty is rather
to convince the people of Europe that any real change may be
necessary.
The ideas o f international capitalism and o f international
socialism now rule in. America and Europe and, in the coming
conditions, they have not even the beginning o f a remedy.
They hope to extricate themselves by the old orthodoxy ; plus
Keynes, the new orthodoxy. Let us briefly examine their hopes
before we formulate our methods ; always illusion must go before
reality can enter.
The old orthodoxy may still cherish the belief that automation
will give it the means to repair the breakdown o f its system.
In theory skilled labour should always be able to defeat unskilled
labour, even if the former is paid more; in practice simplified
machinery and rationalised production have really enabled
unskilled and low paid labour not only to do the same work as
skilled and highly paid labour, but, in some cases, to do it better,
because an oriental can endure the monotonous tasks o f semi
automatic machinery better than a westerner. There is now a
hope in some quarters that this phase will eventually pass in favour
of entirely automatic machines, which are tended by relatively
few, specialised mechanics whose skill cannot be matched in
backward countries. That may be the case in the end, but in
a long interval the present problem is likely to grow considerably
worse ; in the foreseeable future large numbers o f unskilled
labour are likely to be required for the tending o f conveyor belts
in tasks made ever simpler by the increasing perfection o f machines.
In the next phase men’s labour will still be required, but a high
level of ability will not be needed except in the few specialists
who deal with breakdowns; their number will be relatively so
small that a large factory, with a low cost basis, provided by a
mass of low paid labour, can well afford to get them at practically
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any price, from the West, or anywhere else. In the short run
at any rate, the improvement of the machines is likely still more
to benefit the already highly competitive Orient, which has made
such remarkable progress with the ever more perfect and ever
simpler machines supplied by Western finance. It is only in the
final phase when machines will do all the work, and will be tended
only by highly skilled breakdown specialists, that the old orthodoxy
may begin in a new fashion to operate again.
The old system, however, will then be faced with a far worse
unemployment problem of home manufacture, owing to the
displacement of all normal labour, than it has ever yet suffered
from cheap competition abroad. In theory, the old orthodoxy
might work in the long run even within this new sphere ; but,
as Lord Keynes so justly observed, in the long run we are all
dead ; never did his point have greater force than at present.
The old orthodoxy has two other main hopes. The first is
to replace our old exports, which others can now make as well
and more cheaply, with specialised production such as the
Comets, whose private enterprise production the late Labour
Government so fondly hoped would rescue international socialism.
The second is a new system of foreign lending which is rapidly
becoming foreign charity at the taxpayers’ expense. A short
statistical survey o f the amounts involved in the new categories
o f such specialised production in comparison with the amounts
involved in the old categories of our traditional products can
possibly dispel the first illusion ; in the present momentum of
events it is highly unlikely that the new production can replace
the old production in time, even if it could do so over an unlimited
period. As for the foreign investments by which international
capitalism rescued itself at the expense o f our industrial future
frdm so many ancient difficulties — and which is hopefully regarded
as the real way Out by the right and left experts of international
socialism, Messrs. Gaitskell and Wilson — is there any room
for it in regions where it is investment and not charity; worse
still the most sacrificial Of all charities, a present to the Soviets ?
All the bright suggestions in this sphere come down in the end
to one simple p o in t; America pays. This is inevitably the case
while both the great parties in England obstruct the effective
union Of Europe, and consequently inhibit the development of
any real economic strength in the Western world, outside America.
But what areas remain for American capitalism to develop, except
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regions which are under Soviet power or contiguous to it ?
Experience is so far proving that in the backward lands o f the
East the Soviet are beating us to it every time. The only great
undeveloped region outside the Soviet reach is Africa, and the
present British view seems to be that this continent should be
exclusively reserved for negroes ; certainly no one can envisage
its development except by a great white immigration and settlement
which present principles deny.
D o we really believe that the American Congress will stand
for the extension o f such ideas as the Colombo Plan to all the
backward regions of Asia, as they observe these districts falling
one by one like ripe plums from the tree of the old colonialism
into the waiting hands o f bolshevism ? Even if they are ready
indefinitely to deprive their own people o f the right to consume
the goods they have produced by a system of foreign lending or
charity, even if they are ready to tax the present or burden the
future o f the American economy — all without a practical hope
in the world o f any ultimate repayment or solid benefit o f
any kind except the glow o f a dubious righteousness — are they
ready to carry this cross simply for the ultimate purpose o f better
equipping the Soviets for the political-economic struggle against
themselves ? One day these sombre reflections will slowly invade
the consciousness o f every American congressman, and on that
day it will be all up with the best hope o f the old orthodoxy.
The extensive foreign investments o f the old orthodoxy were
in the first instance a method to avert or minimise slumps ; they
were disposal o f surplus production, which their home market
lacked the power to consume, with a view to future benefit larger
than the home market could provide, in the shape o f high interest
on loans to backward countries. As it had never occurred to
the old orthodoxy to pay anything approaching the wages to its
own people which would be necessary to enable them to consume
even a reasonable proportion o f what they produced, the main
premise of the Marxian argument was quite gratuitously provided
by the orthodoxy of nineteenth-century capitalism ; the chief
“ internal contradiction o f capitalism ” was home-made by a
myopic rapacity. Orthodoxy not only destroyed its home
market, but created for itself an-ultimately fatal competition by
the supply of the general technique of industrialisation, and ever
simpler machines, to cheap labour, in backward countries.
That process is now so complete that there is not much more
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scope for lending to undeveloped countries except by the potential
equipment o f the Soviets.
So much for the methods o f the old orthodoxy ; it was, also,
sometimes, saved by pure accident. From time to time a new
gold field would be discovered and the resultant inflation of the
currency would lead to a great upsurge of demand accompanied
by an all-round increase in price. This would keep industry
booming until even in those days production more than equalled
demand ; collapse and lassitude would then follow the fever
until more gold brought a fresh bout. Such, in very crude, but
I hope not unfair summary, was the working of the old orthodoxy.
To this was added in due course a new orthodoxy by the most
acute economic mind in the first half o f the twentieth century.
Lord Keynes was the first really to understand what was
happening, and, consequently, to attempt the reduction o f the
working o f chance to some rational system. The idea of the
managed currency and the controlled monetary system was bom.
At first a heresy, it soon became the new orthodoxy. Some of
us in those early days ventured to contend that Keynes was not
enough. He was the master from whom we originally learnt
everything, but it seemed to us clear that monetary controls alone
would be inadequate in a country like Great Britain whose present
system was so exposed to the chaos of world economic forces.
Lord Keynes appeared at one time to move towards this opinion
in his series o f articles on self-sufficiency. I wrote to felicitate
him, but he replied with his gentle charm that he had written this
series o f articles to save the country from me, not to embrace me.
We are now seeing this grave issue put to the test. Keynes,
the rebel, has become the tribal deity of the new orthodoxy ;
the image of his thought is enshrined in the Federal Reserve board,
and every bank director in the sacred mile of the city of London
raises his silk hat at the mention of his name (how he used to
laugh at them !) But it seems already to be recognised, at least
in America, that Keynes is not enough ; in some respects they
appear already to have gone far beyond him. The principle of
consumers’ credits appears to have been adopted very thoroughly
by the American banks. That was one o f my heresies beyond
the Keynes heresy, which he did not accept. 1 put forward a
plan, with other young socialists, known as the Birmingham
proposals, which attempted to equate consumption with production
by a system o f consumers’ credits to raise wages until the people
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would begin adequately to consume what they produced. The
system was very carefully controlled through a mechanism worked
by state, industries and trade unions to prevent it getting out of
hand ; we, also, aimed at an ultimate stability by a freezing of
the initial credit issued for this purpose. It was regarded by
Mr. Snowden as the final dementia of the wild men, yet at their
wildest, they never approached the present fine frenzy o f the
American banks. Today, apparently, the banks in America
will lend on a man’s estimated earning power up to something
like an eighteen months advance on wages. There seems to be
no control or safeguard whatever ; the central banks just step
on the gas and the other banks distribute the resulting credit,
very much as they like. Any set-back which results in non-payment
of instalments, owing to unemployment, and the calling in of
loans on orthodox lines, can bring the whole structure crashing
down.
The consumers’ credits o f direct advances on wages are in
addition to the most fantastic hire-purchase system any boom
has yet seen.
“ . . . many dealers are deeply worried about next year and after,
feel that credit is too easy, that the production pace is forcing
them to borrow against future sales . . . They fear that even a
temporary slump in employment would touch off a chain reaction
of defaults among buyers who have little equity in their cars,
thus lose nothing by repossession.” Time, 4.7.’55.
“ With every Studebaker sale Washington’s Lee Butler gave one
share of Studebaker-Packard stock, free gasoline for the first
1,000 miles.” Time, 4.7.’55.
“ Consumer credit in the U.S., last week stood at an all-time record
of $136 billion, and was still rising fast. Since 1948, total U.S.
mortgage debt for homes and farms has jumped from $56 billion
to $114 billion. Instalment credit, a modest $9 billion seven years
ago, has reached a whopping $22.5 billion.” Time, 11.4.’55.
“ U.S. hire purchase credits climbed at the record-breaking month
ly pace of $765 million in June, the Federal Reserve Board reports.”
“ The June advance raised the total hire-purchase credit out
standing to a new peak of $24,914 million at June 30th.”
Financial Times, 4.8.’55.
So it seems American banks and industrialists have gone far
beyond Keyiles, or any other carefully controlled monetary system
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which seeks to equate production and consumption on a steady
price level. In effect, this new system is much the same as the
old chance method o f gold field discovery, and some more ; they
are artificially creating this condition by just pumping out the
credit and then letting industrialists use it for purposes of which
bankers in those days would never have dreamed. To keep the
system going depends now, as it did in old days, on a perpetual
inflation ; when inflation stops the boom collapses.
But subsequent experience taught the world that perpetual
inflation brings a much worse disaster; not just temporary
depression, but a real crash. Since the first world war inflation
has been proved to be the best recipe for revolution. Neither
the old orthodoxy, nor the new orthodoxy, likes that; so when
they get too much gas, they are inclined suddenly to cut it off
and to step on the brake. America can stand the wear and tear,
at any rate for a time, but there is not much that Britain can stand
in the state of weakness caused by the last war. Yet in these
conditions Britain must deflate in order to compete. She has a
far larger proportion of her production going in export trade
than any other country, and, if her price level rises while other
price levels are stable or falling, she fails to compete. That means
she fails to sell her exports and, consequently, fails to buy necessary
food and raw materials ; in short, she starves. In addition to
the painful necessity o f a short term deflation now confronting
her, she is faced by the long term menace that her swollen export
trade long since enabled finance to equip against her the cheap
labour o f the Orient to produce at prices she cannot touch ; the
method was, o f course, to use the export surplus to develop foreign
countries rather than our own. All this faces Great Britain before
the American depression, which will occur when all the doubtful
devices now employed have failed to match with home demand
the productive capacity which science continually increases;
before, too, the really effective return to world markets o f Germany
and Japan, whose autarchic systems were destroyed at such cost
in order to make them again our most effective competitors.
Now, on top of all this, comes the Automation problem.
Can we really believe that the old system will stand up to it all ?
Or must we think again ? Perhaps we must even stand the old
system on its head to get some sense into it. Let us remember
that the fantasy o f today is often the fact of tomorrow, when we
examine new ideas.
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THE SOLUTION

Our economic policy was originally devised to meet the problem
of which automation is an intensification ; the failure in normal
conditions of the present system to provide a market for the
continually increasing productive power of industry. It is true
that automation differs so much in degree from the original
mechanisation which replaced man’s labour by machine that
it can justly be termed a second industrial revolution ; in fact,
it differs in a sense in principle, because originally men used the
machines and now machines replace men. But in economic
effect it is merely an intensification o f the same problem ; the
problem which we long ago foresaw and framed our economic
policy to meet. It follows that we must intensify our policy to
meet the intensification o f the problem.
So far our policy has rested on three main principles, and they
remain. But the methods by which these principles are operated
must be made more rapid and effective to meet the greater speed
and menace of the problem. The three principles are :—
1. A government armed by the people with power to act.
2. An area large enough for action to be effective, which we
primarily define as Europe-Africa, with the possible addition
of South America if the peoples o f that continent so desire.
3. A deliberate and planned equation o f consumption and
production.
The method was restated last year in my essay The Coming
Crisis* ; the following brief extracts are sufficient to indicate
its character : “ It is necessary for government by deliberate
policy to equate production and consumption ; apart from that,
the less government intervention in economic matters the better.
For this purpose it is necessary to operate within an area large
enough to be independent o f outside supplies, and consequently
independent of outside disturbance. The task is then greatly
to raise the purchasing power o f the people until their demand
as consumers can equal their production, after the requirements
of capital outlay for new developments have been satisfied.
Government and trade unions must act together to raise wages
equally through comparable industries over the whole field of
industry. The sum total of purchasing power thus created must
be sufficient to evoke and maintain the full productive power of
'T h e European, October and November 1954.
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industry. As science increases the power to produce, consumptive
power must be increased proportionately. This lifting of the
market to a higher level must be given statutory authority, and
the subsequent increases, which will later become necessary,
must be the subject o f systematic organisation.
“ It should be illegal for any man or any organisation to pay
lower wages than a rival in the same sphere o f industry ; anyone
may undercut a rival by greater efficiency but not by paying lower
wages. The undercutting of cheap labour competition will be
illegal within and prevented from without.
“ The basic necessity is an area large enough to contain all
necessary raw materials and to provide a full market for the
production o f its own industries, coupled with the complete control
o f imports from outside. . . . What menaces our economic
position is the entry into our area o f goods which are produced
by labour living on a far lower standard of life, but equipped with
the same means of production. In addition we are at present
tied down by the international trading system to competing with
such goods on world markets in an effort to sell abroad sufficient
exports to buy the foods and raw materials we cannot produce
at home in our restricted living space. If we give industry freedom
from such competition we can give the individual freedom in his
private affairs ; the more the better.”
From this it will be seen that we intended a deliberately planned
equation o f production and consumption within an area insulated
from the chaos o f world markets and supplies ; also large enough
to contain all the raw materials required by industry and all the
food stuffs needed by the people, whose own high purchasing
power would provide a complete market for their own full production.
An area of that character — such a room o f operation — remains
a sine qua non ; a purchasing power in the hands o f the people
which is adequate steadily to absorb modern production, can
never be created and stabilised, if we are subject to the dumping
o f surpluses below production costs by the great capitalist powers,
or to the undercutting o f sweated oriental labour which has been
supplied by an exploiting western finance with simplified machinery
that is the equal o f our own technique. It is impossible to build
order on the basis of chaos ; it is out of the question to give the
producers stability on the shifting sands of world markets, within
the decaying system o f international capitalism. It is even further
from the question to speak o f the nationalised industries of
13
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international socialism doing anything to raise, or even maintain,
the standards o f the people in face o f the world capitalist competition
to which its principles and methods still expose our industrial
system. The premise o f effective action remains freedom from
chaos.
But it will be observed that we contemplated a method rather
too deliberate to meet the now accelerating problem. Government,
trade unions, the occupationally elected parliament and other
members of an organically conceived society, were all to co-operate
in the progressive adjustment o f the power o f consumption to
the power o f production as science gradually raised the potential
of output.
But we are coming to a point where science, like nature, makes
leaps. We be must ready to move when science moves — rapidly,
very rapidly. And as we do not know in advance exactly how
science will move, our method must be pragmatic as well as
dynamic; certainly not dogmatic. Again it is in accord with
our principles in economic matters not to be hidebound by
preconceptions which new facts make irrelevant, outdated.
I put the point in the same essay : “ Our method would be a
dynamic pragmatism ; as I have often explained, we do not treat
economic principles like the old tablets of stone. Practical
questions of how to sweep the kitchen floor in the best and quickest
way cannot become for us articles of eternal faith ; these are
matters for the engineers and mechanics o f statesmanship, whose
role is vital but not priestly.” In fact, we approach these problems
in the spirit of scientists rather than that o f politicians ; in this
sphere we prefer a test tube to a flagpole ; we ask what works,
not what old so-and-so said a hundred years ago. In the future
we shall often have to treat economic problems as an
operation of war ; government must face them in the same way.
Rapid action will be necessary above a l l ; speed will mean
mistakes, but the essential will be to get things done. The rather
deliberate procedure o f the planned society, which we contemplated,
may move too slowly. The principles will remain that government
leads rather than controls, and that every measure o f freedom
will not only be permitted but encouraged within the general
directions of a government which has been instructed by the people
to carry out their will. But the leadership o f government in this
situation may have to be not only positive but continuous, at
least until a new plateau of stability is reached. Let me illustrate
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what I mean. Revolutionary changes in production methods
may bring a complete breakdown of the market. Millions may
be thrown quickly out of employment because far fewer men
can suddenly produce the same amount of goods, and no larger
market yet exists to absorb the larger amount of the same, or
other, goods, which would provide the same, or equivalent,
employment. Any relatively leisurely procedure of a stately,
functioning, organic order, may be too slow to meet such a situation.
I suggested in a previous essay* that government should have
power to act in the sphere o f finance and science — complete
power to act subject only to the right of the people to dismiss
it at the next election — and I feel strongly that such power should
be defined to cover an emergency of this character. If new methods
such as automation bring a breakdown of the market, and threaten
mass enemployment, government should have power of very
rapid action.
The means of action may sound fantastic within the restrictions
of the present industrial system. Let us remember that we are
operating from the premise of an insulated, self-contained system,
freed from the world cost system. It is impossible to say to-day :
we need a larger market, therefore, among other things, let us
greatly increase the railwayman’s wages. That would throw
the whole economic system out o f gear because additional transport
charges would be added to the price o f export goods, which already
have difficulty in competing in world markets. But it would
be quite possible within our system to raise wages far above the
present level in all the primary services — for example agriculture,
mining, power, building, banking and insurance employees, the
Civil Service, etc., — provided that automation in the basic
productive industries had suddenly increased the power to produce
to an extent that made possible such an extra distribution of
wealth ; naturally, only on that condition. In simple economic
effect, it would mean that a certain proportion of the greater
national wealth was accorded — and clearly rightly — to workers
performing the primary services on which the life of the nation
rested. And, paradox o f paradoxes in the terms of the present
system, to raise wages, and, in some degree, costs, in the primary
services would be the only means by which the workers in the basic
productive industries could hold their jobs. Unless the market
could be greatly and quickly enlarged by an increase of purchasing
'T h e Problem o f Porter': Government o f To-morrow, The European, July 1955.
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power which was universal and not merely confined to the workers
in the automatised industries themselves, the workers in the basic
industries would lose their own jobs ; they would naturally
secure higher wages for themselves in these conditions o f far
greater production, but their own wages would never be sufficient
to provide a market large enough to keep them in full employment.
In the new system we propose, the remedy would be exactly the
opposite of the present remedy ; our cure would be their catastrophe,
our meat their poison. If wages in the primary services are now
raised the workers in the basic productive industries are put out
of a job because the prices of their competitive export goods are
increased ; so the remedy o f the present system is to hold wages
down in the primary services. But in the new system wages in
the primary services would have to be raised, when automation
occured, in order to keep the workers in the basic industries in
their jobs. The alternative would be to reduce hours, which
is another way of doing the same thing. When science increased
the power to produce, wages would have to be increased or hours
reduced, or both. Trade unions would not be debating with
government whether higher wages, or shorter hours, would put
the export trades out of business; the export trades would not
exist. They would be discussing whether higher wages or shorter
hours were the best means o f disposing the new surplus which
science had made possible, within a self-contained system.
The co-operation of government and trade unions becomes very
natural when we pass from the economics o f poverty to the
economics of plenty. All of which sounds fantastic, until we
begin really to think about the problem.
At this point it will be apparent to those familiar with our
thought, that the active leadership of government in economic
matters must be more positive and continuous than we had
originally contemplated in our post-war policy. We have always
envisaged the leadership of government in the creation of a
functioning system," in the initiation of great new pioneer
developments like the opening o f Africa, and in the possession
of a latent power of intervention in the event of a breakdown,
or abuse. But science now imposes a new necessity. Government
must- meet automation by a directed wage-price mechanism'.
We should lead and plan not by control, which is slow and ineffective,
but by the provision of a market, where it is necessary, in the shape
of higher wages. We will not make men do what is necessary
16
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in the national interest, but we will pay them to do it so effectively
that, in fact, they will do it ; and the increased productive power
of automation will give us the means to pay them.
By means o f the new wage-price mechanism we shall be able
to plan as we wish. The old price mechanism was the economic
instrument by which some form o f blind order emerged fromchaos ; it worked for a time, if brutally. But the new wage-price
mechanism will be the ordered means by which government can
direct the economy in the interests o f the people as a whole.
If we want more men on the land and more foodstuffs produced,
we will raise wages in agriculture until we get them ; if we want
more men in Africa to open up new supplies in virgin territory,
we will raise the reward for this service until we get them ; it is
said that you can get someone for anything at a price, and we
shall add to.that primitive incentive the idea and creative faith
of a new society.
So the fact which would crash the present system is the fact
which will make our system work even better.
Instead o f
automation putting men out o f employment because there is
no market, it will enable us not only to create the market
within our self-contained system by raising the purchasing power
of the mass o f the people, but also to lead the economy in the way,
and in the direction, which is necessary in the interests o f the
whole people. To the old world the automation which science
brings is a disaster ; to us it is the supreme opportunity. The
leadership of government using the method o f a directed wage-price
mechanism will do all we want to bring out the energy and initiative
of the European peoples for the creation o f a new system ; which
not only works, but uses science to raise us to ever higher forms
of life.

B
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AUTOMATION
AND EGALITARIANISM
THE NEMESIS OF LEVELLING DOWN

by ALEXANDER RAVEN
HE RECENT wave of strikes — and the threat o f more to
come — is indicative o f the evil effects of the egalitarianism
which has dominated leftist thought since the end o f the war and
has been made the basis o f the present Welfare State. The whole
concept has its origin in Marxism, trying to put into effect the
precept “ from each according to his ability and to each according
to his need ”, Yet in Soviet Russia, where communism has been
developed to its ultimate form o f state capitalism, this precept
has long since been abandoned, as it was found to be entirely
contrary to human nature. No man could be expected to take
the trouble to learn a trade or to accept responsibility, unless
he received better conditions of work and higher remuneration
than his fellow-workers. In America, there is certainly no limit
to the rewards that skill or special ability can earn.
Even in Soviet Russia the margin between the pay of skilled
and unskilled workers is greater than in any other capitalist country,
for the reason that there was a grave shortage of skilled labour
and every possible incentive had to be given to the individual
to learn a trade and become responsible for the use and maintenance
of complex modern machinery. .N o t only are such workers and
technicians in Soviet Russia better paid than unskilled labourers,
they are also the recipients of high distinctiqns o f honour, so that
the term “ Stakhanovite ” has come to mean a patriotic, hard
working comrade, and not one who “ blacklegs ” on his fellow-
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workers. Also, such men and women are granted prolonged
holidays in the health resorts o f the Crimea and along the Black
Sea coast as a reward for their exploits.
Meanwhile in this country the steadily rising cost o f living has
had the effect o f levelling-down the standards o f skilled workers
and technicians, until they receive little better pay than unskilled
labourers, whose wages have been raised progressively by more
than was required to make good the rise in the cost o f living.
In consequence, the few remaining craftsmen and technicians
are no longer apprenticing their sons to the trades in which they
are expert, as they do not feel that the differential of pay they
will eventually receive will be sufficient to recompense them for
the long period of training they must first undertake — largely
at the expense o f the family.
This creates a very dangerous situation, as we are learning to
our cost. N ot only are the craftsmen and technicians unwilling
to see their sons swindled out o f the proceeds o f their acquired
skill, but they are also disgruntled about their own present position.
This would not cause much concern, were it not that such small
minorities of craftsmen and technicians are the key men o f the
complex industrial organisations o f our time. In many cases,
as in a recent newspaper strike, a few hundred such men can tie
up the whole o f an industry, forcing the management to suspend
its operations and to lock out tens o f thousands o f their other
employees, who do not require the same skill and long training.
The beginning o f this penicious process may be traced to the
last years o f the war,- when Lord Beveridge and Lord Boyd Orr
were given the task of constructing a Welfare State organisation
by which a minimum standard o f life would be assured to all
workers, regardless o f their status in industry and their normal
earnings.
This vast extension o f the social services had the great defect
that it was based upon Marxist egalitarian principles which were
most unjust, to the skilled worker and the technician. N ot only
were the benefits under the scheme the same for all, so were the
contributions. A foreman; earning his £10 to £15 a week, received
the same unemployment pay or sickness benefit as an unskilled
worker, despite the fact that he would gladly have paid a higher
contribution, proportionate to his earnings, in return for adequate
benefits to maintain his .standard o f life.
Furthermore, the rapid inflation o f the cost o f living has reduced
14
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the purchasing power of the benefits, which had most mistakenly
been fixed in pounds, shillings and pence, instead of being made
proportional to earnings, so that they would have adjusted themselves
to changed circumstances. Today such benefits only purchase
about two-thirds of the amount which Lord Beveridge and his
advisers had considered necessary at the end of the war.
It was inevitable that this injustice of “ treating unequals as
if they were equals ”, of which the ancient Greeks warned us
thousands of years ago, should have led to great resentment on
the part of the key men of industry, who are now coming out
on strike to secure redress o f their grievances. We are faced
with a situation in which a few men can, in the opinion o f the
Tory press, “ bold the community to ransom ” by their ability
to bring whole industries and services to a standstill, as in the
case of the recent strike o f the engine drivers and firemen.
It is not justice to treat all men as equals without taking into
account the fact that many of them have attained a status in
industry which is higher and more responsible than that of their
fellow-workers who have never taken the trouble to improve
themselves. It is not justice to preserve the standards o f the
least enterprising and most improvident of the workers, while
levelling down the more enterprising and responsible to the same
position. No better way could be found to discourage the
individual from improving himself and fitt’ng himself to undertake
such greater responsibilities as human nature is all too prone
to shirk.
Yet every worker is worthy o f his hire. If he gives greater
services to his industry, as a result o f his study and experience,
then he is entitled to a higher remuneration and better conditions
of work than those who have never taken the trouble, to better
themselves. Only thus can the efficiency of modern industry
be advanced, and more men found to undertake the responsibilities
for the maintenance of the complex plants of our day. This is
becoming all the more necessary when “ automation ” is eliminating
the unskilled workers from up-to-date factories, leaving only
those highly skilled mechanics and technicians who can repair
and maintain automatic machinery. If we fail to encourage
the emergence of such highly skilled men, then all our automatic
machinery will rapidly fall into disrepair, and the whole promise
of “ automation ” will be lost.
It is all very well to assume that man is so strongly imbued
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with a social sense that he will be prepared to sacrifice himself
in terms of the Marxist slogan “ from each according to his ability
and to each according to his need ” , already abandoned in the
Soviet Union. Even were he so altruistic, which is quite contrary
to all experience o f human nature, it would be most unjust to
take advantage o f this social sense to exploit the man prepared
to give higher forms o f service and to exalt the lazy, good-fornothing at his expense. A social order can only be maintained
when it appeals both to the reason and instinct o f man. Man
may be instinctively a social being, but he is also a rational being
and will only have confidence in a society which gives just treatment
to all its citizens in accord with that position in society to which
they have raised themselves by their own efforts in service to
the general welfare.
The newspaper strike, the locomotive strike and the stevedores
strike show plainly the strength o f the position o f the skilled
workers in industry. A very dangerous situation is arising,
when a comparatively small minority in a number o f industries
is in a position to bring these industries to a standstill, and to
force the employers (or bureaucratic managers o f nationalised
industries) to lock out the remainder o f their employees, until,
the grievances of the minority have been met.
There will, o f course, be a great outcry that this is blackmail,
if the Tories are in office, and even more drastic action to keep
such industries going by the use o f service personnel, if Labour
is in power. We must not let this propaganda influence us,
however, even if the communists take advantage o f the opportunity
to bring their seditious influence to bear, as we may be sure they
will. We must remember that the demands o f these skilled workers
are fully justified and that they have been shamefully treated
since the war.
The egalitarian process must be reversed, if Britain is not to
fall hopelessly behind in the struggle for world markets against
the competition of other countries where the craftsman and
technician are encouraged and protected. The word “ differential ”
is coming to have an important meaning in trade union circles.
Unless this differential is restored to something like its pre-war
rate, when any skilled men earned twice as much as unskilled
labourers, there will be no incentive to young men to apprentice
themselves to trades.
Instead o f accusing the skilled workers o f attempting to
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blackmail the community as a whole, the public should realise
that these men are the salt of the earth and that everything possible
should be done to encourage them and to make their position
in industry so favourable that it will attract young men o f the
next generation to follow in the footsteps of their fathers, instead
of being satisfied to remain unskilled labourers earning almost
as much as the “ old man ” without having to undertake his
responsibilities or acquire his skill.
With the progress of automation it is clear that there will be
an ever-increasing demand for skilled technicians, while the
unskilled workers are pushed out o f the factory by auto
matic machines which do not even require human direction.
This word “ automation ” requires more careful definition than
it has been granted up to the present. Clearly those who use
it feel that a new development has taken place in industrial
technique and have coined a new word to show a sharp break
with the past. What is this new development, and how will it
affect the lives of the next generation ?
Mechanisation has been progressive, and it would be quite
impossible to fix a point when it radically changed its character
since the days of the Luddite riots. It has almost entirely
eliminated handwork from the industrial field, equipping every
worker with power-driven tools by means of which he has been
able to increase his output many times over, while at the same
time carrying out approximately the same processes that he would
have done by hand.
What has happened to speed up this process o f mechanisation,
which has so greatly increased productivity during the last two
centuries ? The difference is a fundamental one. While the
worker equipped with a machine tool could work more efficiently
and swiftly than he could with the primitive manual tools of
earlier days, today more and more machines are becoming entirely
automatic—that is to say they need no attention other than supplying
them with raw materials and taking away the finished product.
Strings of such machines may even be linked together with
conveyer belts — the last one packing the product which the
worker has only to dispatch to the purchaser.
Unquestionably this new development, speeding up the original
process of mechanisation, may well bring about a social upheaval
at least as great as that of the early industrial revolution, when
power-driven machinery was introduced for the first time. The
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effect is to reduce still further the number o f unskilled workers
in factories, leaving only a few porters to unload supplies and
load up the finished product. The remainder o f the staff will
consist of trained mechanics, whose whole duty it will be to stand
by to repair any automatic machine that breaks down and brings
the assembly line to a standstill.
The social effect o f such a change will be to negative once and
for all the Marxist concept o f a numerous proletariat o f unskilled
workers ground down to low standards o f life, and to create a
new class o f skilled technicians who will be relatively well paid,
and will not regard themselves as belonging to the “ working
class ” as it has been conceived up to the present time. The gulf
between workers and employers will be narrowed still further,
and bridged over by this new class o f technicians who will hold
an intermediate position between the workers and the managers,
who are now rapidly replacing the employers as the effective
controllers o f industry.
The tendency in such industrial conditions is to mitigate the
class-war, to encourage a classless society and to bring to an end
the hostility o f the workers to the owners. There will no longer
be the dog-in-the-manger Marxist support for nationalisation
which deprives the hated owner o f his property, but brings no
benefit to the workers who merely change their masters — for
the worse. The tendency, on the contrary, will be towards a
syndicalist ownership o f industry by the technicians in charge
of the automatic plants, without whose skilled knowledge they
could not be kept in operation. These will be in a very strong
position, even relative to the managers who will also have to
become skilled technicians on the largest scale.
Automation has, however, another and a shadier aspect, and
it is this which is giving the sensational press considerable concern.
What is to happen to the unskilled workers — the machine
minders — whom these automatic machines will displace ? It
seems inevitable that they will become unemployed and unemploy
able, unless they can be trained in technical skills to an unprecedented
extent. Indeed, this new phase o f the industrial revolution may
well have as serious consequences as had the first two hundred
years ago.
This makes it all the more absurd and naive o f the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Mr. Butler, to assume that, because m odem
progress and automation make it possible to double the productive
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capacity of British industry that it will, therefore, follow that
the standard of life in Britain will also be doubled within the next
twenty five years. A very short study of the social history o f
these islands should reveal that this is by no means to be expected.
The industrial revolution greatly increased the productive
capacity of this country between 1750 and 1850, making Britain
very rich and powerful, capable o f defeating Napoleon even when
he commanded the whole of the Continent. During the same
period, however, the standard o f life o f the bulk o f the British
was by no means improved in proportion to the increase in
productive capacity. On the contrary, it can be shown that their
lot was greatly depressed, when they were taken off the land and
herded together in the slums of the industrial cities to tend the
“ satanic mills ” of the time.
Indeed, it was at this time that Karl Marx, who was studying
British social conditions in the British Museum, came to the too
facile conclusion that the capitalist system inevitably depressed
the standard of life of the common people to that of a dispossessed
proletariat, and that an inevitable blood-thirsty revolution must
be the outcome. Subsequent events have shown that this was
by no means to be the case, as the workers combined in trade
unions to extort from their hard-faced employers a steadily rising
standard of life by the end of the nineteenth and into the twentieth
century.
Nevertheless there was, right up to 1850, a period during which
the workers of Britain suffered very severely indeed from the
invention of power-driven machinery, and all the new wealth
went to the purse-proud middle classes, who proceeded to invest
much of it overseas in British colonies and even in foreign countries,
such as the United States, Brazil and the Argentine, where much
o f it was eventually devalued and lost. The prosperity o f the
nineteenth century was almost exclusively a class affair, as may
be seen by the gigantic, ugly houses erected by the dominant
middle class of the day who gave Marx every reason to regard
them as blood-sucking exploiter's of the masses.
Indeed, it was only through expansion overseas, and the
discovery of a number of goldfields in remote quarters o f the
globe, that the industrial revolution was able eventually to bring
a higher standard of life to the workers of Britain, after they had
suffered as recently as the 1840’s such misery, that these years
came to be known as the “ hungry forties ”. A generation or
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so earlier there had been the Luddite riots and the breaking o f
machinery by angry mobs, as it was so obvious to them that the
machines were throwing them out o f work at a time when there
was no social insurance to protect them from destitution.
If it be a fact, as seems to be the case, that a second, more rapid,
phase o f the industrial revolution is upon us at the present time,
then we can only expect similar difficulties. Although in the
long run the increased power o f production will undoubtedly
raise the standard o f life o f the whole o f the people, there may
well be a long interim, as there was in the early nineteenth century,
when the effect may be precisely the opposite — a general lowering
of family incomes through heavy unemployment, falling wage
rates and general misery even worse than in the hungry forties.
We have to face the fact that there will be no expanding markets
overseas this time, and no unlimited possibilities o f investment
in backward countries to enhance their capacity to supply our
industrial plant with cheap raw materials and cheaper food for
our workers. On the contrary, there is every prospect o f a rapid
contraction of world trade with the passing o f the stimulant of
rearmament, and a bitter cut-throat trade war between the industrial
nations of the world, in which the manufacturers o f India and
Japan will have a very great advantage with their cheap labour.
Mr. Butler has still to show us — after a war to restore the
“ democratic way o f life ” — in what way the world trading system
has been reformed, so that it will not again be glutted with
“ over-production ” as it was in the 1930’s, owing to the incapacity
of the workers o f the world to purchase the products o f their own
labour — at the wage rates that competitive industry can afford
to pay them. This danger is now greatly aggravated by the fact'
that the lower-paid masses o f the Orient compete directly with
the higher-paid workers o f the West.
The answer is, obviously, that no change whatsoever has been
made — on the contrary, a bloodthirsty war . has been fought
to prevent the fascist nations o f Europe building up independent
economic systems o f their own, and to prevent Japan from creating
a “ co-prosperity sphere ” in the Far East. Competition is still
the “ breath o f life ” to the orthodox economists o f the day,
despite their painful experience in the 1930s that it can be, on the
contrary, a system o f strangulation, denying to the workers o f
the world the capacity to enjoy the increased powers o f production
with which they have been endowed by modern science.
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Clearly this “ inner contradiction ” o f the capitalist system,
as the Marxists call it, is what the Russians have in mind when
they call for a relaxation o f international tension and for
disarmament on a huge scale. They believe with their prophet,
Karl Marx, that they have only to stand by to see the world
trading system collapse, as the capacity to produce once again
exceeds the capacity to consume. Hence they are convinced
that they have no need to risk the gamble o f a third World War
with nuclear weapons, but can leave the system which is waning
to collapse of its own instability.
Unfortunately the premise o f this Marxist argument, although
greatly* exaggerated at the time, has, nevertheless, never been
refuted, and consumption continues to lag behind production.
The only reason that this has not led to a collapse of the world
trading system long before this, is that rearmament on a large
scale has drained off excess production from the markets o f the
world, and has also given to the workers making armaments
generous wages with which to purchase a much smaller volume
of consumer goods than the productive capacity o f the world
could produce for peaceful purposes.
From these considerations it can be argued that automation,
as a second accelerated phase of the industrial revolution which
has been convulsing the West for the past two hundred years,
must of itself create the most difficult problems in the near future.
When we add to this the industrialisation o f the backward areas
of the world, and the inevitable reduction o f world trade which
such industrialisation must effect, we realise that the second phase
of the industrial revolution will not be operating in conditions
of an expanding market overseas but in very much the reverse
conditions. The prospect becomes extremely alarming.
The calm assumption of Mr. Butler and others that consumption
will in some manner “ automatically ” keep pace with production,
so that it is possible to double the standard o f life of the people
in twenty five years, is naive in the extreme. The whole history
of the capitalist system in its individualist, competitive phase
demonstrates the contrary. If we are hot careful we shall have
in this century hungry sixties worse even than the hungry forties
of the last. This, of course, is just what the Russians are
anticipating with their “ peace ” drive, which has as its objective
the transfer of the struggle from the military to the economic
field, in which the Soviets believe they have a great advantage,
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as undoubtedly they have. What, then, is to be done to prevent
the utter collapse o f Britain’s mercantile system, which suffered
already so severely in the last ominous breakdown o f the 1930s ?
Nothing short of a revolutionary change in the social and economic
set-up of the country and o f Western Europe as a whole will be
required. Some revolution or readjustment there must be, if
the social life of Western Europe is to survive. If not the drastic
Marxist revolution o f communism, then some other more reasonable
reorientation o f our social and economic system must forestall
the seditious efforts o f the communist fifth columns, which all
look to the Kremlin for a lead.
The liberal, individualist system must of necessity give way
to a planned economy, in which the authority planning the economic
affairs of the European peoples is enabled to equate consumption
with production and thus to raise the standard o f life progressively,
as science increases our power to produce. There is nothing
essentially difficult in this, as any trained manager of any large
enterprise could demonstrate ; (Henry Ford was the first exponent
of the high wage system in America to give the workers the means
of purchasing his cheap, mass-produced cars), One thing, however,
is required — authority so to plan the affairs o f the European
nations that they can consume what they produce.
Immediately a difficulty is evident, as the European peoples
consume many products which they are either unable to obtain
from their own territory or are incapable o f growing for climatic
reasons. Hence it is argued that it is impossible for Western
Europe to break away from the world trading system, in which
the industrial nations of Europe compete with one another for
the wherewithall to buy colonial products, oil and minerals.
The answer is simple and direct. There is, in the huge continent
of Africa, adequate space and a variety o f climates for the production
of almost everything required for a high standard o f life in both
Europe and Africa : also there are mineral deposits to complement
those of Europe which are in some danger of being exhausted.
It is by the joint development of Europe and Africa with European
technical skill and African unskilled labour that the solution can
be found.
It is necessary to plan two things, one a closed economy which
can supply the greater part o f its requirements from within its
own domain, and, two, a sufficient recognised authority to be
able to administer the plan.
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WARFARE OF THE FUTURE
by MARTIN PRESTON

I

T IS OVER a year since the French fortress of Dien Bien Phu fell
to the armies of the communist Indo-Chinese. At the time
the eyes of the world were on the gallant thousands of Europeans
and Arabs unified in the defence of the position under the
command of General de Castries. They fought on united to
bitter defeat, but there are other lessons which the West should
draw from that fight besides the one that Europeans o f different
nationalities, and Arabs, will stand shoulder-to-shoulder when
a common task demands it.
We should look beyond the battle to the master-stroke by red
guerillas behind the lines which nearly cut off all vital air supplies
of ammunition and food to Dien Bien Phu at the height o f the
conflict. The efficiency of their tactics is explained in these two
censored French cables :
“ Black-clad Viet-Minh communists crept into a French
military airport today and planted plastic bombs on bombers
and communication planes.”
(Hanoi)
“ Despite doubled sentries and increased precautions o f
every kind, communists again tricked the French by
marching through their lines in full military order and wearing
French uniform ; some of them even exchanged hails with
the guards as they passed. They were mistaken for normal
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patrols and allowed to reach the dispersal areas where a score
of American ‘ flying boxcars’ — the great twin-tailed C 119s
— were parked. A few minutes later everything went up in
smoke and flames as incendiary bombs exploded. Only five
of the attackers were accounted for. The rest escaped in the
confusion.”
(Haiphong)
The skilled attack o f a few groups o f well-trained, well-equipped
and devoted guerillas did more damage to the European cause
in Indo-China than several communist divisions could have done.
These activities are our latest proof that the Kremlin is developing
powerful political-guerilla forces on the lines envisaged in Mosley’s
The Alternative eight years ago. Such troops fight according
to few precedents, no military traditions — and no Geneva
Conventions. Their work is not that o f the traditional militant
Marxist, o f fomenting industrial and civil strife for the “ victory ”
of the proletariat, nor yet is it that o f the traditional soldier,
perpetrating civilized murder' according to agreed rules and
established military text-books. Political-guerilla warfare is in
some ways the mystic union of both, and yet it is neither, having
a technique of its own. There are no text-books, no conventions,
no rules — but that is no excuse for the West, and we are
perilously open to its use.
Experience comes from sensational military successes by
“ unorthodox ” groups of soldiers on the Allied and Axis sides,
principally under those two great leaders, David Stirling and
Otto Skorzeny. The British and French jungle forces have also
had bitter experiences in Malaya, Kenya and Indo-China.
Information about types of war we have not really yet faced,
but we are certain to face in the future, can be obtained from the
few Russian agents like Captain Khoklov who have come over
to the West, and from certain people in Germany who have made
it their business to keep a sharp eye on movements behind the
Iron Curtain.
What would be the aims o f a political-guerilla, or partisan,
attack ? They would vary, as the name implies, from political
or industrial to. military objectives. In two Czechoslovakian
centres, Holeschovitz and Briinn, a batch o f Russian agents is
trained several times a year for duties o f infiltration in West Europe.
“ The instructors are mostly Soviet officials and diplomats
who have toured Europe for many years. As well as technical
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training the aspiring secret agents must also learn the way to
act in the surroundings they will have to frequent. They must
know to perfection the routine, customs and social and economic
characteristics of the country in which they will do their tour of
duty.”
(Meridiano d’ltalia)
These dangerous men are filtered across the Czechoslovakian
border in the wooded Waldsassen area o f Bavaria, or are
“ canalled ” through the sea of refugees. Later they journey
to their posts in Britain, Spain, the United States and other
countries. Many of them are equipped with subtle murder-weapons
like the cigarette case gun revealed by Captain Khoklov. These
agents make no contact with the Communist Party organisations
in the country of their chosen destination, but remain under the
direct instructions of their Moscow chief, Lt.-Gen. Fidin, a
secret-agent specialist. At a single blow these men could
assassinate many of our political, military and industrial leaders.
The decapitated nations of the West would be crippled for several
vital days, during which the battle with the Soviet might be lost.
It is very difficult to discover what arrangements the West
has for retaliation, should such a serious attack make it necessary,
but our Governments seem so unconscious o f Russian methods
and their success that I very much doubt if we could equally
cripple the “ Peoples’ Democracies ”. If the war were to continue
for any length of time, our war leaders would be in constant
danger — admirable, perhaps, from a moral point o f view,
but not calculated for the efficient conduct o f war.
To be
Prime Minister might be not only the most responsible but also
the most dangerous job. Of this new kind of war — murder
o f the leaders — we have little knowledge. All the more reason
that we should probe our vulnerability and prepare defences.
We probably have more experience o f tactical strokes by
partisans than any other aspect o f political-guerilla warfare.
On both sides during the war well-trained and well-equipped
commandos — when used by unorthodox commanders and not
by War Office or Wehrmacht traditionalists — struck heavy
military blows at the opposing side at absurdly low cost in lives
and equipment. Nine men on skis wrecked a heavy water plant
in Norway, and robbed Germany of the possibility o f making
an atomic bomb to stave off the 1945 disaster. German planes
plastered the Rhine bridges at Nymiegen in the Netherlands with
countless tons of costly high-explosive — but a few o f Skorzeny’s
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men swimming underwater successfully dynamited them. A
ball-bearing factory in France, after innumerable RAF bombing
raids which hardly affected production, was stopped for the rest
of the war by three Resistance men who destroyed vital parts.
Skorzeny’s liberation o f Mussolini and his kidnapping of
Admiral Horthy’s son are well-known. Commandos under
David Stirling destroyed hundreds of Rommel’s planes in the
North African desert, and even made a dangerous sally at abducting
the General himself. The use of German troops speaking English
and wearing American uniforms, though carried out badly,
had a devastating effect upon Allied front-line morale and
caused chaos behind the lines for weeks. We may face a kind
of war which we should never begin, but the dirty facts o f which
we must realise.
Both the assassination and commando aspects o f politicalguerilla warfare are important, but I consider they are adjuncts
of the main body of attack, which can be best be called partisan
warfare. Assassination of war leaders is an extension of a
well-known figure in warfare, the spy. The Commando, despite
his unorthodox methods, is rather a special new weapon in a
traditional armoury. But the partisan is a newer arrival on the
scene. At his best he is a native who has received special military
training, who is disciplined, tough, hardy, intelligent, and who
(this is most important) is inspired by some political idea. His
work is much easier if he has the support o f at least a section o f
the population. A partisan often becomes, as he was in Italy
in 1945, a soldier of one side in a civil war. The great use o f such
men in war is now indisputable. Tito’s men tied down a score
of German divisions in the Croatian backwoods which were
urgently needed on the Russian front. French, Italian, Norwegian
and Slav guerillas generally did great damage to the Axis cause,
especially when they were supplied from the air by Britain.
Such warfare, we must never forget, is ideally suited to the
Asian, who will survive endless physical hardship and fight on
with fanatical intensity — and cunning.
The Russians are experienced in training agents, if only to spy
on their own people. They are also experienced in training
partisans, for their guerillas fought a fiery rearguard action against
the Wehrmacht attack. Highly-trained Russian partisans constitute
a far greater danger to the West than all the Soviet Union’s gigantic
conventional armies, or her atomic weapons. They could seize
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communications, assassinate war leaders, hand over the factories
to local communists, and down Europe without dropping a single
bomb. The Russian is a formidable fighter, and equipped with
light modern weapons, he constitutes a greater menace to European
civilisation than he has ever done in the past.
But he can be stopped, if we have political and military leaders
in the West who understand his methods and prepare now. We
must not only prepare our defences, but our attacking forces also ;
in case he begins these methods. That has now become a duty
of British Government.
It is essential to have an ideal as strong as, or stronger than,
communism, which will inspire our partisans and unite our people.
That ideal is Europe a Nation. There can be no doubt o f this ;
regular reports show that East European resistance movements
are inspired by the thought that Europe will one day unite. The
concept of Europe a Nation and the building of an empire in
Africa, with undreamed-of splendours for Europeans in the
not-so-far future, is a captivating one. But our people must
also receive down-to-earth military training on old-fashioned
lines. National Service at present is largely a costly and timewasting farce. But a short annual training period on Swiss lines,
in discipline and the handling of small arms, would release regular
soldiers for essential technical training. If the German population
had received better general training the story o f the Volkssturm
would have been no less gallant, but rather more successful.
We do not want a “ militant ” people hungry for war, but to be
trained and ready, knowing exactly what to do, should Russian
partisans suddenly drop one day out o f the sky.
Our third need is for a Home Guard, Civil Defence Corps,
or National Guard, trained like a firefighting force, ready for
immediate local military action against paratroops or native
guerillas. Our present home defence forces are being trained
to combat the wrong thing. A geiger-counter won’t stop an
old-fashioned Russian bullet!
Our fourth need, in case the Russians began this type of war,
is for a virile attacking force of our own. We should be in a
position to hit Moscow with its own secret weapon —7 and we
should be more successful. Nearly five hundred years ago
Macchiavelli said that to gain control of a country strong forces
were not enough — support from the populace was also essential.
It is probable that European partisans in East Europe would
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receive greater support than oriental partisans in West Europe.
Russian guerillas would find it easier to do damage in the West
because o f the complexity and intensity o f our industry and
communications, but our troops would find it easier to “ melt
away ” into the vast forests o f East Europe. The lessons o f the
past and present are quite clear about the nature o f warfare of
the future.
We must :
1 Fight tirelessly for the Europe a Nation idea which inspires
resistance in the East.
2 Make the whole o f the population into a hedgehog for
Russian paratroops.
3 Develop fast-action voluntary “ fire-fighting ” defence forces.
4 Perfect Moscow’s secret weapon — partisans — ourselves.
5 Open our eyes to military realities and forget the enmities
o f past conflicts.
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LETTER FROM GERMANY
by A Correspondent
EST GERMAN CITIES are superficially more alike,
perhaps, than those of other countries, because most
of the houses are new. Whether in Munich, Frankfurt, Cologne,
Bonn or Hamburg the overmastering impression is rows of white
or yellow concrete houses, one or two still being built, “ wet
paint ” signs and, sometimes, trim little gardens with very newlylaid grass and a couple o f miniature rose-trees. And the noise.
It is partly the building and road-mending which is going on
all around, with drills and cement mixers carrying on sometimes
into the night. But it is chiefly the uninhibited behaviour of
the traffic, which comes, to the visitor who is new here, as
rather a shock.
Huge lorries with trailers hurtle past at forty miles an hour.
Volkswagens dart out o f the traffic, on to the pavement six inches
in front of you, and park there. And motor-cyclists behave like
motor-cyclists everywhere, except that there are more o f them.
Car insurance companies think twice about the risks in Germany ;
and no wonder. Accidents are rife, and the bad driving is of
the vicious, speed-mad type, not the English “ family man ” type
of bad driving which consists in driving as slowly as possible and
moving on to the crown of the road when anyone tries to pass
— tiresome but not quite so dangerous.
The reason for the hair-raising driving habits of the Germans
is that from about 1943 to about 1950, private car driving in
Germany hardly existed. So at present there is a higher
proportion of comparatively inexperienced drivers in Germany,
probably, than in any other European country. These inexperienced
drivers are mostly new car owners, who have made money and
want to show off their new acquisition by driving as fast as possible
and showing their paces.
It is all part of the German’s new-found pride in possession.
The Hungerjahre proper have been over five or six years,
but throughout that time there has been a large, if rapidly
diminishing, number of very poor people, so abundance is still
very much a novelty to many Germans. It has rather intoxicated
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them ; their present aspirations are the American, or Brave New
World, aspirations. Efficiency, modernity and material well-being.
The politicians know this ; I discovered an old, half-torn Christian
Democratic poster from some election or other which showed
a picture o f a family on a motor-cycle and boasted that while
in 1938 there were eight hundred and fifty-six thousand, seven
hundred and eleven motor-cycles in the whole of Germany, in 1953
there were one million, eight hundred and nineteen thousand, one
hundred and eighty-eight in the Federal Republic alone. “ To
New Goals with Adenauer ! ” it proclaimed, though I should
have said there are quite enough motor-cycles here already.
It is easy to sneer at this attitude ; and hostile English journalists
commonly do sneer at it. The Manchester Guardian German
correspondent, for instance, described the present age as “ perhaps
the most brutally materialistic in (Germany’s) history ”. One
wonders whether the adverb brutally would have been used had
he been describing any other nation. But Germany, which went
through what by any standards was an idealistic phase from 1933
to 1945, has since undergone ten years of intensive propaganda
designed to prove that every ideal o f that period was worth nothing.
She also endured, for the first three or four years after the war,
a standard o f living lower than that of almost any country in Europe,
when the material things of life were just not there. It seems
rather odd to trail a great people’s ideals in the mud and then
blame it for being materialistic ; if the Germans, for the present,
lay a little more stress on things they can use and eat than on
aspirations such as — it must seem to many of them — were the
direct cause o f their catastrophe, then that is surely understandable.

*

★

★

“ Germany,” the English businessman pontificated, “ is a
country o f goons ”. He had been trying to sell goods here, and
one could gather he had not been over-successful by the way
that he complained the Germans would take any old rubbish.
“ Starry-eyed young beauties come over here and rave about
German efficiency,” he added. “ Well, you can take it from
me it’s a lot o f bull.”
I did not gainsay him. A modem Flaubert could construct
a whole dictionnaire d'idies revues solely on the wearisome cliches
the English bandy around about the Germans, and for my
businessman td deny that they are efficient might be the first step
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to doubting that they are, for instance, sheep.
Yet the rapid recovery of Germany, while it proves quite
satisfactorily that the Germans are not sheep — it is based on
private enterprise, and therefore its success proves that there are
a great many enterprising people here — would seem to indicate
that at least some of them are efficient. Here are some figures.
West Germany completed five hundred and forty-one thousand
dwellings in 1954. She has now between four hundred thousand
and five hundred thousand unemployed, that is only half as much
again as in Great Britain where with a comparable population
the Economist is complaining of “ over-full employment ” , although
Germany has had to absorb something over eighteen million
expellees and refugees without any means o f support. The
millionth Volkswagen since the war was completed recently and
the chairman of the company, announcing a reduction in the price
to the home market, said the price for exports would not be reduced
because there was such a strong demand abroad. All this, surely,
is not bad for a country whose cities were flattened — some o f
them eighty per cent destroyed — and industries subsequently
dismantled.
It is very revealing, though, that the Western press calls this
recovery the “ German miracle ”. For a miracle is something
for which there is no rational explanation ; and given the truth
of the democracies’ dogma that all peoples are equal, then there
is no rational explanation for West Germany’s rise since 1948
from the material standard of Sicily to that of Great Britain.

★

★

★

I was travelling through the Rhineland in an express train,
and, as one does on the continent, I had been chatting about this
and that with the three other occupants of my carriage when the
train drew near to Bonn. Pointing to a house on a hill, one
gentleman said : “ Is that where Heuss (the West German president)
lives ? ” None of the rest of us knew, it turned out.
“ Well,” said the man who had asked, “ there are more
important things in life than to know where Heuss lives ” . At
which a taciturn young man in the comer, who had taken little
part in the conversation until then, said with considerable emphasis :
“ Kam man wohl sagen." Which can be translated as, “ You’ve
said it ”.
Superficially, in fact, there is much the same indifference to
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current politics as one finds in modern Britain. But this does
not mean that the West German does not think about political
problems, like the division o f his country. He thinks about them
a great deal, though not quite in the way a reader o f the Daily
Express or the Daily Worker taught to regard Germany as a menace
might imagine.
Politically, the overmastering sensation o f the average German
is one o f helplessness. He has seen his country smashed, occupied
and divided ; its government and generals slaughtered with the
additional refinement o f a solemn lynch-trial and cinecameras
at their hangings ; if he lived in the Russian zone he has seen
his wife raped and his children forcibly communised. If he had
the misfortune to be a Silesian or East Prussian, he and his
family were herded into cattle-trucks and forcibly deported to the
already starving west. He thanks his stars that he is still alive.
Not only th a t; millions o f Germans owe their continued exist
ence to the cold war. For if the rulers o f the west had not
been convinced in time that Russia was a danger, they would
have carried on with the Morgenthau plan to turn Germany
into an agricultural area and thus ensured that the industrial
populations starved to death.
This is something which the German tries to forget. For he
realises that in the present situation the Western Allies are his
only hope. But the fact that Western judges sat with the Russians
at Nuremberg ; the fact that Churchill and Roosevelt agreed
at Yalta to the dismemberment o f Germany and the mass
deportations, not to mention such democratic pleasantries as
the bombing o f Dresden, tend to curb his enthusiasm.
Hostile observers talk of a “ spiritual vacuum ”, hinting that
nature abhors it and that it will fill with some virulent form of
neo-Nazism. Neo-Nazism, it cannot be too strongly emphasised,
is entirely an invention o f the British press. Nazism is as dead
as the dodo; it belongs entirely to the past.
But there
is nevertheless a vacuum, in Germany as in Britain, which
neither the recent visit o f Dr. Billy Graham nor any of the
political ideas that get play in the papers have managed to fill.
Germany needs a new idea ; and this is where we must get away
from the “ average German ” and peep behind the closed doors
where, unreported in the press, old ideas are being worked over
and new ideas are being worked out. Which I hope to do “ in
my next".
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PRE-RAPHAELITE TWILIGHT*
There's a Portuguese person named Howell,
Who lays on his lies with a trowel.
When he gives-over lying
It will be when he’s dying,
For living is lying with Howell.
DANTE GABRIEL ROSSBTTI

I could have better spared a better man.
WILLIAM MICHAEL ROSSETTI

C

HARLES AUGUSTUS HOWELL was born probably on
10th March 1840, in Portugal, of an English father and
Portuguese mother, and fifty years later died, or was discovered
in a dying condition, in the gutter outside a public-house in Chelsea.
Between these two dates, although he was no politician, actor,
statesman, or romantic mountebank, although he was not even
an artist (for the artist does at times catch the pubilc imagination—
and then often to the detriment of his art) he succeeded in developing
a personality, or series of personalities, that so impressed various
distinguished men and women in the art circles o f his day that
last year Signora Angeli found it possible to resurrect his always
elusive spirit, and to compose an informative and entertaining
book with himself as fore-figure and the whole pre-Raphaelite
and London art worlds of the time as background.
Signora Angeli is the authoress o f Dante Gabriel Rossetti, his
Friends and Enemies, published in this country in 1950 by Hamish
Hamilton. In Pre-Raphaelite Twilight she has used Howell as a
sort of projector whereby she may once again throw fresh personal
sidelights on the inner life and the public careers of The Circle,
and by so doing help to reassess their movement in terms necessary
* Pre-Raphaelite Twilight, Helen Rossetti Angeli, Richards Press, 21s.
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to us a century later. She has done this quite legitimately, for
by the nature of her subject she was bound to write more around
Howell than on him. A material part of the book consists in the
readjustment o f various considerations, mostly of a personal
nature, which, based on the one-sided thoroughly uncritical approach
o f Wise and Violet Hunt, have too long been allowed to pass
unchallenged. She o f course deals only with the later activities
of the Rossettis and their associates (for Howell did not finally
settle in England until 1864,) and then only in so far as these
activities affected, or were affected by, Howell. In a word, the
book has a two-fold value : first, as a sensitive and amusing piece
of re-creative biography about a curious,, rare, and intrinsically
interesting individual; and secondly, as a book about the Rossettis
and their circle written by one o f William Michael Rossetti’s
daughters, niece of Christina and o f Dante Gabriel.
C. A. Howell, a distinguished-looking Englishman in Sandys’
portrait, rather more o f el Chico in the ‘ early photograph ’, first
came to England in about 1856 and stayed with his uncle, the
Vicar o f Darlington. He may have been apprenticed for a few
months to a firm o f civil engineers in Newcastle, but he soon
drifted into friendship with Ruskin and the Rossettis, and it is to
be presumed others of their acquaintance. His father besides
having been in the wine trade was a painter and teacher of drawing,
and it was undoubtedly from him that C.A.H. inherited his inborn
artistic taste and his Bohemian character. In 1857, in some rather
oblique manner he became involved in the Orsini affair, and
apparently thought it advisable to leave the country. From 1858
to 1864 he lived variously abroad, in refuge with brigands in the
Serras da Estrella, somewhere practising civil engineering, and
in Rome as attach6 at the Portuguese Embassy. In 1864 he
returned to England. Here he lived till 1890, marrying his cousin
Catherine Howell whose beautiful face still looks out from D.G.R.’s
line portrait, as it does, together with Howell’s, from the famous
composition, ‘ Washing H ands’ ; — in the circumstances, as
Signora Angeli observes, an ominous title. He was Ruskin’s
secretary and general factotum at least from 1866-71 ; during
these years until 1876 he was picture-broker and intimate o f Dante
Gabriel Rossetti, encouraging him to pursue, and executing on
his behalf, the gruesome exhumation o f the Poems ; he was equally
associated in a friendly and business capacity with W.M.R. until
1882, the year o f D .G .’s death ; in this year he broke with Whistler
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also ; while the break with Swinburne, whom he had served as
an intermediary with publishers over the long drawn out affair
of Poems and Ballads, came in 1877. His wife Kitty, loyalty to
whom was the cause of Maddox Brown’s, as o f W.M.R.’s, break
with Howell, died two years before he did. They left a daughter,
Rosalind, and Howell and Rosa Corder, a ‘ niece ’, Beatrice Ellen.
That is the bare record. It would seem that he met with no one
with whom he did not part painfully. As Signora Angeli has i t :
Most of Howell’s departures were beset with anger and
reproaches and followed by diatribes and denunciations.
These were the days o f the ubiquitous hansom cab and fourwheeler, and no member of the Rossetti Circle (unless absolutely
compelled to foot it) ever contemplated any other means of
transit, while Howell in his hey-day was known always to come
and go in a hansom ; yet his exits may be described metaphori
cally as taking place habitually in a chariot o f fire.
As for the man : he was apparently a raconteur and wit — one
of such an engaging manner, that Whistler, one o f the most
brilliant talkers of the day, was in the habit of sending for him to
help keep his sitters amused. He knew a little o f everything and
was therefore suspect. He had dived for sunken bullion, kept a
stud of Arab horses in North Africa, been in and out o f the
Portuguese diplomatic service, a civil engineer, foremost art broker
of his day, secretary to William Ruskin, and perhaps, in his closing
years this, — and most improbable o f the lot — an English J.P.
in the West Country. He was a shade too foreign and therefore
a little suspect also. He claimed through his mother’s family
to have inherited the title of Knight Commander of the Portuguese
Order of Christ and insisted, on occasion, in decorating himself
with a no doubt garish, and certainly a broad, crimson sash.
He spoke five languages fluently — Italian sufficiently well to
satisfy the Rossettis — was a member of the Royal Philological
Society, and, in spite of the Orsini indiscretion in his youth, of
the Order o f the White Rose, whose journal, the Royalist, (it is
a little pathetic to relate) was the only newspaper to print an
obituary, or notice his death. There is no doubt that he was
spontaneous and full of generous impulses, to which, often
unfortunately, he was courageous enough to give loose rein, and
that he was capable o f instilling his own energy with startling
effects — effects for which we in our later generation should be
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grateful — into others in moments o f their nervous and/or physical
debilitation. H e lived by his wits ; but even Watts-Dunton — no
friend — declared that all he needed was ‘ a well-settled income
to become one of the most honest o f men and certainly one o f
the most generous.’
Signora Angeli has set out to re-habilitate * that arrant rascal ’
(or, alternatively, since they both come from the same source,
i.e. Sir Edmund Gosse) ‘ that cunning rogue, Howell.’ The style
is stimulating and persuasive and gives an impression behind it
of a clear intelligence, and a charming personality. One must
of course admit that in a sense it was necessary for the very
existence o f the book that Howell should be found fit for portrayal
as something other than a dishonest picture-broker, betrayer o f
confidences, forger, facsimilist o f one of his closest friend’s works,
unfaithful husband, assistant at Swinburne’s perverse practices.
Had this been the man the book would not have been worth
writing. Signora Angeli makes it clear that this was not the man,
and that he was, during his lifetime, and after it, when he could
no longer hurt any man, maligned grossly and with malicious
intent. Perhaps the weakest point in her case, as with those who
have argued on the other side, is that the first big break — the
one with Ruskin through the agency o f Burne-Jones, and from
which all the other malignancies followed, (Burne-Jones thereafter
devoting a great deal o f energy and time spreading malicious
stories about Howell among their mutual friends) is, literally,
a blank in the story. Signora Angeli makes a guess at filling this
in, recognising its central position in any case for or against C.A.H.
But she is clearly little satisfied with her guess, and leaves it very
much as such.
Signora Angeli describes Howell as a ‘ genius manqui ’. He
certainly possessed that spontaneous, dynamic intelligence which
Asquith once defined as the pre-requisite o f genius in any field.
What he lacked were those canalising structures in the psyche
which drive and conduct the forces o f one’s intelligence in such a
manner that they will manifest themselves in som e creative form.
P.G.W.
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A DIARY

I

NEVITABLY in a small, highly industrialised country like
England, whose large population prefers houses with gardens
to flats, built-up areas encroach everywhere on agricultural land, and
unspoilt countryside shrinks like the peau de chagrin. But what is
incredible to visitors from Europe and the despair o f the English
who care for beautiful things (and, also, presumably, o f those who
make their living from tourism) is the zeal with which a few people
indulge their whim for the destruction of much that is noble and
grand, or even charming and agreeable, in the island, and the fact
that they are permitted to do so. This summer the destroyers have
scored a number o f notable successes ; first its owner pulled down
half of Bowood — a single letter o f protest appeared in The Times,
but the dread deed was done — and now the citizens of Oxford decide
to spoil Christ Church Meadow by driving an autobahn across it.
Perhaps it is the admired war-time spirit of fair shares at work.
Perhaps the inhabitants of Oxford feel rather guilty when they
consider the Lancashire cotton towns. Is it quite fair that there
should be all those colleges among the Woolworths and Tailors o f
Taste ? A walk among green fields and shady trees with a view of
the towers and spires emphasises an obvious injustice, so they decide
to do away with it.
The latest amenity promised is to be a rocket range in the Hebrides,
costing several million pounds.
★

★

★

The Wagner festival in Bayreuth is unique. Musical festivals
elsewhere (and they become moie numerous every summer) do not
concentrate on the work of a single composer; they have the em
barrassment of numberless choices with which to attract a capricious
public. Bayreuth, in this respect, is faithful to tradition ; the Ring
and Parsifal are always given, and the other operas take it in turn.
Many thousands of words have been written about Herr Wieland
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Wagner’s new settings for his grandfather’s operas. Old Wagnerites
find a good deal to complain about in the Ring ; there are no props
except those strictly necessary, like Wotan’s spear, and Notung —
no horned helmet for Hunding, no hut hung with wanning pans, no
Grane, no pine tree, no bits o f orange chiffon blowing up round
Briinnhilde to represent flames, no fishes’ tails for the Rhine
daughters. Wieland Wagner paints his scenery with light and shadow;
he succeeds most spectacularly where the problems set by Wagner
are the hardest. Beneath the waters o f the Rhine the gold shimmers
and sparkles as Alberich clambers towards it, and the Rhine daughters
singing and swimming are as unlike as possible to the fat mermaids
hanging on wires that one remembers o f old: When Alberich turns
himself into a toad there is no clumsy trapdoor, but he disappears in a
flash — into inky blackness. Outside the Neidhohle, where Mime
brings Siegfried to kill the dragon, was formerly a jungle o f little
leaves sewn on to net and canvas, and the dragon, when he appeared,
was nothing but the giant caterpillar from a fun-fair with electrically
lit eyes. Wieland Wagner has made a desolate grey place with a
great cave in the background, fearful enough for the Waldknabeto
“ learn fear ”. The dragon is like a monster imagined by Bdcklin.
Nothing now detracts from the music, which, even those who miss
the old settings agree, is perfectly given.
★

★

★

A few miles away is the Eremitage,with grottoes and fountains built
in the park by Frederick the Great’s favourite sister. For two
hundred years it delighted all who saw it. In the last days o f the
last war the German staff quartered in Bayreuth, thinking their
presence might endanger the town, moved out to the little Schloss.
Some allied airmen who came to bomb them shot up the grotto at
close range, diving down to 300 feet over and over again until there
was not much o f it left. Even a New World airman could hardly
have imagined that enemy officers would be sitting in the summer
house watching the fountain, or strolling through the shell-encrusted
colonnade ; obviously the headquarters were in the Schloss some
hundreds o f yards away. Yet it was no stray bomb, but a deliberate
and repeated low level attack which destroyed the pretty building.
This sad ruin reminded me o f a story Lord Berners told me during
the war — he had planned to write it, but as far as I know never did
so. It was about a small country palace in Germany, whose owner in
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the 18th century had built a little town near the park gates, with
fountains in the squares and a rococo theatre for concerts and ballets.
He had also decorated the park with grottoes and follies, and as a
birthday surprise for his wife Princess Sophie, he had made an
artificial lake shaped like an S. This Prince devoted a long life,
helped by artists, musicians, and architects, to beautifying the posses
sions he had inherited.
Two hundred years later a pilot, back at his base after a bombing
raid, is recounting his night’s work. There’s not a stone standing
in Sophiastadt, he tells them. Well done, (Lord Berners could not
have brought himself to say good show) splendid, they say, did
you find it easily ? Oh yes, very easily, you just have to look for a
lake shaped like an S . . .

★

★

★

Wandering through the streets o f Nuremberg about midday I was
surprised at the numbers o f people crowding the cafes and bars.
Almost half of them were black. They all wore a yellow badge about
the size of the 1000-franc plaque at a casino with World Conquest
Soon, by God’s Kingdom printed on it in red. I spoke to an old
negro with grizzled hair who told me they were Jehovah’s Witnesses,
that they had been to Rome Italy and Paris France, and that they
all came from the United States. They had had a meeting the night
before which was attended by 109,611 people. I asked whether he
could tell me in a few words about his faith. “ We believe in the
Bible,” he replied ; “ every word in it is true. Now if every word
in that book you’re carrying was true, wouldn’t you read it carefully T ’
“ Yes,” I said, “ very carefully.” (It was Les C lis de St. Pierre by
Roger Peyrefitte). A young negress thrust a booklet into my hand.
“ Look, she’s giving it to you,” said the negro. I thanked them and
they went on their way to the nearest teashop. I shall read the
pamphlet; all I know about Jehovah’s Witnesses is that they believe
they must obey the ten commandments, and that Thou shall not kill
cannot be qualified by Unless thou art in uniform, and therefore they
are often in trouble with governments, who put them in prison for
refusing to serve in the armed forces. Are they Christian ? or
Unitarian ? Have they forsworn meat ? They all seemed to be
eating cake for luncheon.
D .M .
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THE EXPRESSIONIST MYTH
by VINCENT MURRAY
HE present-day cult of the Japanese film is strikingly reminiscent
of the acclaim received by examples of German silent cinema
shown in this country just after the first World War. Similar traits
include the revelation of an unfamiliar culture and an original
handling o f the medium. The Japanese films so far seen in London
have delighted by their use Of light and shade (sometimes colour) and
the director’s approach to his subject. The subject-matter itself,
however, which seems to have its origin rather in the popular plays
of the Kabuki theatre than in the subtler N o dramas o f Japan,
constantly disappoints and prevents them rising above the level
(though technically a high one) o f the cinema o f entertainment.
Their critical reception has been tremendously enthusiastic — a
further point of similarity with the silent German film — but this
time no labels have been attached, ho “ new movement ” in cinema
has been discovered. N ot so in the ’20s when “ Expressionism ” in
the German film was solemnly noted and discussed. But, then as
now, it was so easy to be blinded by external show, sO easy to accept
the correspondence of form and content without searching deeper
for a truer understanding of their relationship.
During the years of the first World War, for most countries the
formative period in cinema, Germany was cut off from outside
influences and her cinema developed along a line closer to the
theatre than is evident in other countries. The influence of the
play and the novel was strong, but a study of contemporary literature
and drama reveals relatively few points o f contact between them and
the cinema. Expressionism was the dominant trend in the arts at
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that time, a movement thrown up out o f the anguish of a people
defeated in war and frustrated in revolution, a movement o f protest
against the evils of industrialisation, an agonised appraisal of man’s
place in this and the new world inevitably arising from the ashes o f
the old. In terms of drama new themes led to new means of
dramatic expression : a unity of theme replaced the traditiopal
unities — a series of apparently unconnected scenes often formed
the structure of a play ; psychological realism in characterisation
was rejected in favour of typage, for characters tended to be merely
varying forms of the all-embracing “ idea ” , Religious ideas played a
large part in drama of the period. Society was to be transformed
into a community ruled by love and, as such an event could hardly be
conceived under contemporary conditions, authors were compelled
to resort to visions of “ the new ideal” (Stephan Zweig’s Jeremias)
or the “ new world ” (Fritz von Unruh’s Ein berchlecht).
Analysis of the content o f films made between 1913 and 1924, the
period of the German silent film in question, suggests that one must
look further back in German literary history to trace the themes and
ideas in their cinema. There is certainly no trace o f the “dynamic
ecstasy ” of Expressionism, and what small amount o f social
criticism exists comes with the Pabst films after 1924, when Expres
sionism had long since died a natural death. One must rather take
the hint dropped by Lotte Eisner in her little book L ’Ecran
Dimoniaque and go back to the previous century, to German
Romanticism, to discover themes similar to those in the German
film. The dream-world of Novalis’ Heinrich von Ofterdingen, the
blend of reality and fantasy in Tieck’s novels find parallels in Robert
Wiene’s Das Kabinett von Dr. Kaligari (1919) and Fritz Lang’s Der
Mude Tod (1921). Robison’s Schatten (1922) contains elements
similar to those found in the work of E. T. A. Hoffmann, where all
seems bewitched and ghostly, the.supernatural often emerging from
the actual, everyday world. In the horror films o f the period fantasy
is for ever hovering on the edge o f reality. Split-personality (the
Doppelganger theme, a favourite with the Romantics) occurs in
films as early as 1913 — in Paul Wegener’s Student von Prag and
Der Andre. Dr. Kaligari himself is both a kindly, good-natured
doctor and an evil, malicious hypnotist. Two o f Fritz Lang’s films,
Der Mude Tod and Dr. Mabuse (1922) also contain Doppelganger
elements. Mediaeval and ancient legends occur frequently in the
work o f Tieck, and are used to good effect in Wegener’s Student von
Prag and Der Golem (1920), Lang’s Der Made Tod and Paul Leni’s
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Das Wachsfigurenkabinett (1924). Ghosts, mirror-reflections, hallu
cinations, shadows and monsters are to be found in most films of the
period, just as in Romantic novels written nearly a century before.
Historical themes are treated by directors with as little regard for
historical truth as the Romantic authors, as Ernst Lubitsch’s Anna
Boleyn, Madame du Barry and Das Weib des Pharao amply demon
strate. Apart from the stories of legend and horror there is a group
called “ Kammerspiel ” films which have a contemporary setting
and are essentially studies of a small group of characters in a
dramatic situation. The characters in these films, such as Scherben
(Lupu Pick 1921), Sylvester (Pick 1923) and Die Strasse (Grune 1923)
are usually nameless, an Expressionist trait it is true, but that is the
only resemblance they bear to the movement, for a logically con
structed plot containing characters which were not standardised into
types was wholly repugnant to Expressionist authors.
The basic themes in the German films o f the period are thus far
removed from those o f Expressionism. Why, then, for so long
has the label of Expressionism been attached to them ? The simple
answer is : their technique is Expressionist. Max Reinhardt’s ex
periments in light and shade in the theatre, Edward Munch’s use of
distortion and disregard of perspective in painting exercised con
siderable influence on the visual art of the film. Every scene in Das
Kabinett von Dr. Kaligari bears the. Expressionist stamp in its visual
style, but, as has previously been pointed out, the content of this
film can hardly be called Expressionist. It is obvious that the weird
drawings are used solely to increase the sense of horror in a typically
Romantic story o f fantastic events. Komfeld describes a new form
of acting developed to suit the atmosphere of the new drama : “ The
actor must liberate himself from reality, for he is the representative of
ideas, emotions and fate. He should not be ashamed to a c t; he
should not disavow the theatre.” The peculiar stylised gestures
found their way into the film and confirmed the impression of
Expressionism. Such are the external elements which have given
rise to a misconception of the nature of these films. If content played
as important a part in cinema as in the other arts such a lack of com
prehension would have been inconceivable, but the history of cinema
abounds in false evaluations based on technical premises which in
the long run count for comparatively little. In future articles I hope
to comment on some of them.
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NEW BOOKS
A n Econom ic H istory o f E n g la n d — T h e 18th C en tu ry, by
T. S. Ashton (Methuen 18s.)
HE DAWN OF HISTORY was in the nineteenth century.
The world was then enslaved in dark Satanic mills, still
awaiting liberation by St. George (Lloyd) and St. Stafford.
The hordes of boyscouting Lib-Labs had not yet done their good
work.
Such is the legend of history imbibed by the generally certificated
who may increase their numbers and their influence but seldom
increase their knowledge o f history. What they learn is in
accordance with the wish o f the Ministry o f Education, whose
Handbook of Suggestions to Teachers recommends that the last
years in the Senior School be devoted to nineteenth century history
because it “ involves the introduction o f economic and political
conceptions that are difficult for any child to grasp, important
as their influence may well be on their later life ”.
What was learnt in earlier years about the Greeks the Medievals
and the Stuarts can at this age be relegated to the nursery with
Alice in Wonderland. Such epochs do not contain “ economic
and political conceptions ” so they can be “ done ” in the junior
school.
The effects of this widespread nineteenthcenturyism were noted
some years ago by Professor W. L. Bum. What better way,
he said, could you condition the minds of the younger generation
into accepting such people as the Webbs as the great benefactors
of the modem age.
Mr. Ashton’s book will unfortunately by-pass the schoolroom.
One hopes it will be widely read by those who have suffered too
much nineteenth century education. It demolishes one after
another of the axioms so widely current in the great whig tradition
of English history. And all this is done in the London School
of Economics. The appearance o f such a work from this source
causes as much surprise as that of Hayek’s Road to Serfdom in
1944.
The eighteenth century as presented by an able economist is
a good corrective to the nineteenth century. It deals much more
with causes whereas the latter tends to be preoccupied with effects.
The “ automatic and inevitable” are less in evidence and the
reader is not so likely to go away thinking in terms o f “ economic
blizzards”.
Mr. Ashton’s history is well documented and well arranged.
There are special chapters devoted to Agriculture, Trade,
Transport, Manufactures, Money and Banking and Labour.
As social history it compares very favourably with G. M.
Trevelyan’s writings on the period, and the volume contains
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sixteen useful tables o f statistics.
In the space of a few lines it is only possible to deal with a few
miscellaneous items to which the author refers. It is interesting,
for example, to learn that Newton has ideas similar to those of
Jefferson on the correct place for keeping money (“ the pants
of the people ”). “ The nation’s reserves of silver were safer
. in the hands o f individuals, in the form o f plate, than in those
I of the officers o f the Mint.”
The great expansion in production of the eighteenth century
coincided with a greater dearth than usual of coin (so much was
being melted down and shipped to the east). Everywhere
manufacturers were issuing their own tokens or “ promises to
p ay” as wages. “ . . . in the most rapidly growing region of
manufacture — that o f Lancashire and a large part of the West
Riding — few o f the banks issued their own notes. For, in this
compact and closely knit area, the promissory note and the bill
of exchange, drawn by one manufacturer or trader on another,
had long been found to m e e t . . . the needs o f commerce . . . and
serve . . . as a substitute for coin . . . The ubiquity of the bill was
probably the reason why in this area formal banking made its
appearance relatively late . . . . These facts may help to explain
the relative immunity o f Lancashire and the West Riding from
the panics.o f those parts o f England in which the paper currency
rested on the reputation not of the traders, but of a number of
small, and not always well-managed, banks o f issue.”
Yes, believe it or not, this is a series of books to be published
with the blessing o f the London School o f Economics. Taken
with a dose of Brooks Adams on Civilisation and Decay and
Swabey on Usury this first volume is an important part of the
curriculum for anyone who wants to learn economics.
H.B.
The Fall o f M an, by Rupert Croft-Cooke (Macmillan 12s. 6 d.)
HE SEX-MARTYR now takes his place in the gallery of
fiction. Sometimes he has done something awful, because
he cannot help i t ; sometimes he has done something that he
considers innocent but that They say is too wicked for words ;
and sometimes he has not done anything at all, but They say
he has and treat him accordingly. It would be unfair to spare
the reader any of the shock on page 268 o f The Fall o f Man,
but the title should forewarn that disaster overtakes innocence
in an earthly paradise.
It is the old conflict between Them and the individualist who
will not take Them seriously, recounted with the pessimism of
experience.
“ Their might is the irresistible one o f the herd advancing.
■• Their victims may inflict a casualty or two, but what is that
D
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to them ? With all history, with every precedent on
side no one can oppose them long. Blind, deaf, witless,
yet move forward with the tide. They feel no pity,
cannot pause to respect their few brave isolated enemies,
cannot pause to think, they cannot pause.”

their
they
they
they

Down go Villon, Marlowe, Verlaine, Byron, Wilde, Van Gogh,
Shelley — and down goes Antony Scaw, his fall providing one
more half-column for Sunday prurience. Useless for the narrator
to warn him of the approaching danger ; his bland and visionary
eye cannot detect the scheming midgets at his feet ; the hero,
like some great happy prediluvian beast, is torn down by smaller
savager creatures better adapted to survival than himself.
The innocent is doomed through a combination o f circumstance,
spite and his own indifference. He is accused by Them of
something so outrageous, that whether he pleads guilty or not
guilty he cannot fail to be condemned by even the most liberal.
Even the narrator falters :
.
“ I knew that there were no grounds for the prosecution
yet I admitted to myself that had I been one o f the magistrates
endeavouring painfully to discover the truth I should have
committed Antony for trial.”
The odds are so heavily against the hero in his noble folly and
unworldly-wisdom, that as parable, if it is a parable, the force
of Mr. Croft-Cooke’s protest, if it is a protest, misfires.
At the end I was left undecided, whether The Fall o f Man
is a plea for the rights of the individualist, an attack on the criminal
law, a fictionalised apology for someone in particular, a defence
of sex-offenders at large, or simply a very sad story. But I was
convinced on one point : that Mr. Croft-Cooke, having been
through what he has in fact at their hands, has minced matters
more tactfully in fiction than They might expect or deserve of
him.
A.J.N.
A Sign o f the Tim es, by Robert Kee, (Eyre & Spottiswoode,
12s. 6d.)
ELCOME TO IGRAMP ” was the greeting extended
to the new secretary, as she entered the office for the
first time. “ Welcome to IGRAMP ", repeated another colleague
a few moments later. Victoria had not thought of her new
office in terms of capital letters, and it was some time before she
connected the Inter-Governmental Regroupment Agency for
Maladjusted Persons with this strange welcome.
But what exactly is IGRAMP ? Mr. Kee is deliberately vague
about its exact location (in a City State of Europe ten years hence,
after the Seven Days War, sparked off by the atomic attack on
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Formosa) and about the alignment of forces which direct its
activities. He speaks of “ premature anti-Fascists ” and “ falselypremised anti-Communists ” , of Socialist Republican Germany,
and of the joint memorial to Eisenhower and Bulganin, until our
heads are in a whirl. His attack is all the more effective for being
applicable to any society (of whatever political complexion)
which seeks to defend its decadent values by branding as
“ mal-adjusted ”, as “ dangerous ”, even as “ traitors ” all who
dare to protest. Leo Trafford, resigning his editorship of a
national newspaper, listed for transfer to a colony for the
maladjusted, pursued by “ M.I. 1 2 ” , is any brave man, in any
country and society, challenging the established order, at the
risk of his life or liberty.
Trafford is not alone in his fight against the system. He meets
a gallant ally in ex-Squadron Leader Tramforth, D.S.O., D.F.C.,
ex-night watchman, ex-insurance clerk. (He was not a success
in the insurance office because of his “ lack o f experience ” ;
his experience, alas, was confined to flying a Hurricane at 20,000
feet, of little value in entering figures in a ledger). So he had
graduated to selling second-hand books in the Harrow Road,
deliberately flaunting his medals and exploiting his rank, because
he thought that was the “ bloody awfullest ” thing he could do
in protest against “ the racket
While the maladjustment van, with its attendants in white coats
and dark glasses, pursues him, Trafford seeks refuge with
Broadstrop, the South Kensington eccentric. Mr. Kee perfectly
describes the owlish solemnity, the determined concentration —
and the absentmindedness of the drunken Broadstrop, returning
to his flat where he fears that Trafford has committed suicide :
Fumbling purposefully with the key to the main door of the
building he tried to prepare himself for the scene. They said
gas made a terrible mess — not at all what you might expect.
He sniffed anxiously for gas. There was only the usual faint
smell of dust-bins. O f course one wouldn’t really be able to
notice anything until one got into the hall. But then he
remembered that he didn’t have gas in his flat . . .
A moment’s hesitation, and then :
With great efficiency he was suddenly through the main door
and the front door of his flat. N o smell o f gas, he thought,
absentmindedly . . . . •
An author’s note reads : “ The events in this story could never
have taken place. All the characters and institutions described
in it are imaginary”. If the characters are not real persons,
we have met people extraordinarily like them, and it requires
little imagination to visualise the incidents taking place sometime
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in the future, if the present trends are not reversed. If we do not
exercise constant vigilance we may yet live to see a Ministry o f
Culture, housed in some modern skyscraper, staffed by officials
who had not “ read anything for pleasure ” for a very long time.
The book may be read for its superficial values — its exciting
story of spies and counter-espionage, the tension of its narrative,
its humour. But these merits, excellent in themselves, are only
incidental to the value o f an interesting document o f our times.
G.V.
The Genius and the Goddess by Aldous Huxley (Chatto & Windus,
7s. 6 d.)
OHN RIVERS, a young scientist from the household of Faith,
is adopted into the household of Genius, the greatest Nobel
Prize winner of his day. We get a pygmy’s eye-view of the
intellectual heights on which Genius lives, 'when we read that
“ he was interested in Euclid only because Euclid’s was the
classical example of reasoning based on a vicious circle
The
problems that absorb him are far beyond the quantum. This
giant has so far lost touch with the human element in himself
that his only anchor in what we might naively call reality is in
his wife’s embraces. When she leaves home to nurse a dying
mother, Genius succumbs to psychosomatic pneumonia, much
as Antaeus loses his strength when separated from his Mother
Earth. When she returns, her own soothing and healing powers,
which derive their strength, like those o f the Great Mother,
from a nature made harmonious by physical satisfaction, are so
exhausted that she cannot, as before, rally her husband by her
mere presence. After a night with Rivers, in the course o f which
he experiences the first Visitation o f his Lutheran lifetime, the
Goddess recovers her healing powers and the Genius is brought
back, a second Lazaraus, from the gates o f the tomb. Rivers
experiences regular Visitations, the Goddess blossoms again in
all her earth-motherly glory, the Genius recovers apace. Rivers
oscillates between post-Lutheran guilt before the Law, rapture
in the act, and triumph at the result : “ because, of course, I
realised even then, even in my state of imbecile innocence, that
I was indirectly responsible for the miracle. I had betrayed my
master ; but if I hadn’t, my master would probably be dead.
Evil had been done ; but good, an enormous good, had come
of it. It was a kind of justification ”. Predestination o f character
resolves the strange case of the miraculated -cuckold.
Innocence, miracle, betraying the master, evil from which
good proceeds, justification : these are only the small change
of Dr. Huxley’s mystical farce ; the action is interspersed with
slabs of meaty metaphysics.
Recommended to those who know and like their spiritual
authors backwards.
• A-.J.N.
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AULKNER has always been a large-scale writer, and often
an obscure one. His stories are to do with the fatalities
of mankind ; with passion, suffering, sacrifice and redemption.
His characters float among the murk o f his vision at once less
substantial and far larger than life. Like Dostoievsky, he is
dealing with things beyond just the events that are described :
yet unlike Dostoievsky, he writes in a style in which the obscurity
seems to be amassed deliberately, the events themselves becoming
hidden beneath the convolutions o f his prose. This occurs in
the customary stories about his own particular territory in the
Southern States of America : even in this restricted setting it is
sometimes difficult for the reader to know not only what the
writer intends, but even, in the course o f the story, what actually
is supposed to be happening. An imaginative effort, insight,
is demanded before even the narrative can be discerned. For
some readers, this effort is impossible or not worth the trouble
to make.
And now, in A Fable, these difficulties have increased enormously.
The setting is no longer the Southern States : the scale of the
territory itself has increased until it is that of the whole of the
Western Front in the spring o f 1918. The story is no longer a
novelist’s account o f events : it is deliberately a Fable — an account
of non-events, a legend. Added to this there are parallels,
throughout the account, to the account in the Gospels of the events
A Fable, by William Faulkner, (Chatto and Windus, 15s.)
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of Holy Week. The legend is to do specifically, and no longer
by inference, with the attempted redemption o f man. And
into this new largeness of scale, this new obscurity, Faulkner has
poured all the old murk, the wealth of character, the uniquely
intricate style, the passionate overtones and undertones which
previously made so bewildering even his mundane anecdotes,
for instance, about who cheated whom at horse-dealing in Tennessee.
Faced by all this, many critics have given up the struggle. Being
unable, finally, to make out what either is or is not happening,
they never approach at all the question o f intention or interpretation.
And yet a Fable, by definition, has to be interpreted ; just as
it has an intention beyond that of the description of events.
And this particular Fable — ten years in the writing and put
forward by the author himself as his masterpiece — is the most
profound work of one o f the most profound writers now living.
It is impossible to attempt an analysis of the story. The book
must be read, and understood, in the way that all Faulkner’s
writing can only be understood — by means o f the imaginative
effort and insight. There is rightly no alternative to this. But
for the sake of elucidating something solid from the obscurity,
the skeleton of the story can be suggested as follows :—
On the Western Front in the spring o f 1918 a French regiment
refuses to go into the attack. Every man below the rank of
sergeant is involved, and the refusal to fight spreads quickly along
the entire front of the Allied and German armies. The mutiny
has been organised, and spread, by a group o f twelve private
soldiers led by a Corporal. Thus, for a week, the war stops.
The generals from both sides meet to decide what shall be done :
they determine, for the sake of order, that the war shall continue.
Another group, led by an idealist and pacifist ex-officer, tries to
make the stoppage permanent.
The regiment that originally mutinied is arrested and brought
back to headquarters and a demand is made by the divisional
general that they shall all be shot. The Corporal who has been
the cause and the leader of the mutiny. turns out to be the
illegitimate child of the Allied Supreme Commander. They
recognise each other as father and son. The Supreme Commander
offers the Corporal the chance of life and freedom on condition
that he will publicly deny that the mutiny was anything more
than the military failure o f an attack. The Corporal refuses.
Then he, alone of the regiment, is executed. His body is given
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to his family, and the day after he is buried the war starts again.
In the meantime the idealist ex-officer, together with a negro
Baptist preacher, have persuaded the troops in the front-line to
climb unarmed into no-man’s-land in the hope that the Germans
will do the same. They have managed to do this by enrolling,
by force, a Freemason who is a money-lender and who alone,
after the arrest o f the Corporal and the twelve men, has power
over the private soldiers by reason o f the money they owe him.
In no-man’s-land they are about to meet, and embrace, their
fellow Germans, when they are all killed or maimed by a barrage
put down on them by the orders o f both the Allied and German
generals. Thus their attempt to make peace permanent fails ;
and the Generals, by this act o f brutality, ensure that the war
continues.
On the day when the war starts again the grave o f the Corporal
is blown open by a shell and his body is lost. It is found again
a year later when it is picked up by accident and taken to be the
body of the Unknown Soldier. The book ends with the scene
of the funeral o f the Supreme Commander when the cortege,
in full array, passes the grave o f his son, now the Unknown Soldier,
also in glory beneath the Arc de Triomphe. The idealist ex-officer,
now horribly maimed and disfigured, makes a demonstration
against the dead body o f the Commander and is assaulted by
the outraged mob.
This outline is picked arbitrarily out of an enormous wealth
of description and incident. It gives no idea o f the scope and
the intensity o f the book. Other events could be chosen with
equal significance : other characters swarm profusely in and
out of the pages and all are legendary, obscure, talking and acting
as no such people in real life ever talk and act. The whole is
an enormous mystery within which any attempt at elucidation
must necessarily be arbitrary.
In most of Faulkner’s previous stories this obscurity o f incident
and style is done with a definite purpose, which has something
to do with the purpose o f story-telling. The imaginative effort
demanded o f the reader in order to understand what is going on
results, if it is used, in an extraordinary and unique experience
— that o f seeing the story whole at certain moments o f climax
in i t ; not only seeing the climax o f the story, but seeing the whole
point o f everything that has gone before, and which has previously
been obscure, just by means o f these revealing moments. Thus
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the obscurity is deliberate, in order that there might be these
revelations. And this method of story-telling is not merely a
writer’s trick : it is, in a sense, a justification o f novel-writing
— a method by which fiction assumes the qualities o f a work o f
art. It imposes a totality, a singleness of vision, upon the narrative
of a story ; which is necessary to a work o f art, but which most
other novelists do not even attempt.
It is these moments o f revelation, arranged deliberately by the
author, that a reader looks and hopes for in A Fable — and does
not find. The obscurity here seems not only deliberate, but also
progressive and unrelieved. It is because o f this, perhaps, that
many critics have written o f it as a failure, only reserving for it
the faint praise of recognising the size o f the attempt and the
occasional flashes of brilliance. There is a moment when
illumination almost happens — when the whole scope, the unco
ordinated flashes, become almost co-ordinated and clear — and
this is when it is revealed that the Corporal-Saviour is the son
of the Supreme Commander. But this, instead o f leading to
clarity, involves only further and further murk. Whatever clarity
there is to be found, has to be discovered by the reader on his
own. And yet the book is not a failure. That the obscurity
should remain unrelieved is essential, perhaps, to the whole plan
and intention of it. It is this that must be explained.
What must be realised is that the parallel with the Gospel story
is only incidental. This is often close in detail — the Corporal
is betrayed by one of his twelve followers ; he is denied by another ;
he is executed flanked by two thieves tied to posts ; there are
echoes of the Last Supper, certain of the miracles, and the
circumstances of Christ’s birth — but there the resemblance ends.
The Corporal is not a re-incarnation of Christ; the story is not
the story of Holy Week decked out in modern dress ; nothing
supernatural occurs from one end of the Fable to the other.
And it is this — the lack o f the supernatural — that is the
fundamental difference.
.
It is because of this, also, that the obscurity has necessarily
to be progressive and unrelieved. In a sense, it is the obscurity
itself that is the total revelation. The story of the Gospels is
that of man’s salvation by God ; as such it contains a pattern
and a clarity from which a whole and exact theology has arisen.
But the story of A Fable is that of man’s attempted salvation by
himself— and as such there is no pattern, no clarity ; the only

56

FAULKNERS FABLE
totality, singleness o f vision, is that o f the unrelieved obscurity
of man’s solitary situation, in which good and evil, success and
failure, are inextricably intermingled. With nothing of the
supernatural imposing itself on the natural, the whole tragedy
of man becomes ambivalent and almost absurd. Even sacrifice
is seen as equivocal. It is this, in terms o f fable, that Faulkner
has faithfully recorded.
The characters themselves contain this ambivalence. The
Father-figure of the Supreme Commander takes the part, in the
analogy to the Gospels, sometimes o f God the Father and
sometimes o f the D e v il; yet in the Fable he represents no more
than that part o f mankind that wields power — which again is
indeterminate on its own, a mere potentiality between good and
evil. He talks at one moment as if it were only by the death o f
his son that his own mission — the saving o f France and even
of the world — can be accomplished : he says that this is his
inheritance, and that by his son’s sacrifice there will be success.
And yet there is no success. The war goes on ; nothing is changed ;
the death o f the Corporal has no result, and since there is no
divinity his resurrection only occurs in the ironic transference
from his own grave to that o f the glorious but purely symbolic
one of the Unknown Soldier. Another character — a friend
of the Supreme Commander’s who is the only one o f the generals
to protest against their brutality and yet is responsible for helping
them — is seen at one moment symbolically in the guise of Judas,
and yet at the very end it is he who comes to the aid o f the
maimed idealist after he has been assaulted by the mob. The
only consistency that appears in the characters is to be found
either in those who deliberately destroy themselves — a young
English flyer, a priest who pleads with the Corporal on the eve
of his death, the divisional general who demands his own macabre
execution — or in those who, like the idealist, quite explicitly
fail, and are treated in the writing with a savage irony. It is this
irony that remains as the overall impression when the book is
finished.
It is significant, for instance, that the idealist has to enrol forcibly
the services o f a money-lender (an obscene and predatory character)
in his futile attempt to make permanent the work of sacrifice and
peace. But this irony is seen best at the scene near the end when
a party is sent to the charnel-house o f a fort near Verdun to choose
the body o f the Unknown Soldier. The party o f twelve (there
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is a macabre echo here of the previous twelve disciples) pick one
body and then, on the way back to Paris, sell it to a peasant woman,
who imagines it is the body of her son, for the price of a dozen
bottles of brandy. They get obscenely drunk. They then have
to buy another body, which happens to be that o f the Corporal.
It is thus that the Corporal achieves his symbolic resurrection.
What Faulkner has done is to have echoed the story of Holy
Week while leaving out the presence o f God. The Fable is a
kind of Passion Play for solitary humanity, running parallel with
the events of the Gospels but nowhere touching them. What
is portrayed is the fatality of purely human power, the futility
of purely human sacrifice, the treachery o f purely human ideals.
Out of man’s supreme effort to redeem himself from suffering
and injustice there comes a little glory, a little loyalty, a little
nobility ; but what remains is just the ironic and tragic chaos
against which he fought. It is because A Fable records this with
such savage grandeur that it stands, in spite of its obscurity, as
a unique and profound work of the imagination. And it is because
of this very obscurity, even, that as a work of art it is not only
profound but also true.
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THE PROBLEM OF POWER
To the Editor o f The European
's ,
The many further questions raised on the details of European
Socialism in your journal and in Nation Europa will require a
further article to answer them. The main points of the letters
on my July article The Problem o f Power, in your September issue,
can be answered now.
1. Occupational Franchise. I do not envisage that election
for the Occupational Parliament will follow party lines. A
candidate would be free to present himself for the engineers’ vote
as a Liberal or Billy Grahamite, but it seems more probable that
he would be elected if he could prove himself to be a good engineer.
The party fight will rather occur in the election which determines
the life o f the Government.
2. Vote every three years. This was suggested for the life
of the Government, which will have a free hand to act for that
period within its defined sphere. The more frequent votes would
be a more democratic procedure than at present, but it seems
to me right that if the people accord full power to act they should
have frequent opportunity to dismiss the government, if they
choose. Parliament could have a longer life.
3. Method o f Franchise. Everyone would have the right tovote on an occupational register for M.P.s, just as today they
have the right to vote on a geographical register. This method
need not require them to be members o f trade unions, any more
than the franchise now requires them to be members of some
particular association. The universities should certainly be
represented.
4. Trade Unions. Trade Unions, as already stated, would
have a greater role than today in advising both government and
occupational parliament on industrial questions, as well as
representing the industrial interests of their members ; they
would find their work with Parliament would be easier because
they would be dealing with experts elected on occupational
franchise. Much present T.U. organisation is unwieldy ; we
believe rather in the original design of trade unionism.
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5. Upper House. An Upper House is not essential to this
structure of government, as balance is maintained by the clearly
defined relationship o f government, judiciary and parliament.
But I have always felt an Upper House composed of those who
have performed distinguished service to the State in all branches
of national life and culture can be an advantage.
6 . The Press. I believe the press should be free, subject to
the very strong safeguards to preserve truth and individual rights
suggested in my article.
7. Europe a Nation. Like all my writings, these proposals
for a structure of Government were designed for a United Europe.
It would, of course, be possible for Great Britain, or any other
nation of present Europe, to adopt such a system o f government ;
it could apply to any area which was a unit o f government, large
or small. But I do not believe the present economic system of
Britain could be made to work indefinitely, whatever the system
of government.
8 . The Crown. As stated clearly in the article, the position
of the Crown is unaffected by these proposals. In Britain we
have a constitutional monarchy which in all matters o f government
acts only on the advice o f responsible ministers. The Crown
will continue to act on the advice of ministers whom the people
indicate by their votes they desire to govern. If the people voted
for Union with Europe, they would, thereafter, be European
ministers. The position o f a crown without executive functions
— such as our constitutional monarchy — would in no way be
affected ; only an institution o f the component nations possess
ing executive functions would be affected.
It is probable that
other present nations entering into European Union would also
like to keep their monarchs or presidents; provided they did not
possess, or renounced, executive functions, there would be no
difficulty. It is very desirable to maintain the present national
and cultural institutions of Europe which have not got executive
functions that would clash within the larger community. The
British Crown, in particular, might play an even greater part
in acting as a link between the New Europe and any British
Dominion which might not desire immediately to enter the wider
union. There is no quarrel between British and European
patriotism ; this is the extension of patriotism, not its end.
Scotsmen did not cease to be Scotsmen, when they joined with
England and Wales ; they retained their. Scottish patriotism,
but developed, also, a wider British patriotism. The British
people in the next great advance to a wider life will also retain
their British patriotism, while developing a European patriotism.
In time many people will simply feel themselves to be European,
and it is a great thing to feel.
9. Statesmen-Scientists. It is true that after the time of Lord
Bacon no man could probably “ take all knowledge for his
province ”. It is, also, true that since the time of Bonaparte
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no man could be familiar with all the details o f a large organisation ;
that phenomenon only just managed it by working eighteen
hours a day in a State which was only a fraction o f modem
organisation. That is why organisational method has had to
change; delegation not concentration is now a necessity;
a man must find men to do things, not try to do everything himself.
So vast is now the sphere o f knowledge, and so intensive becomes
specialisation, that we even run the risk o f all becoming busy
little mice in separate cages. But the world cannot so be conducted
at the top, or it will not be conducted at a l l : yet men cannot
know everything. That is the dilemma which my book The
Alternative strove to meet with the system o f “ Hierarchical
Synthesis ” . It could be woven into the system of government
now under discussion. In any case, we are now approaching
the period when it may be worth studying. A t the top must be
the finest general intelligencies o f the day, not expert in any
detailed subject but with all detail available to them by systematic
organisation. As politics, and science are the two subjects on
which the future o f the world depends, they should ultimately
be men who know something o f both. In the meantime we need
statesmen who can be at home with scientists as the Medicis were
with artists, that is the first step I suggested in The Alternative
on the road to “ scientists who are trained like statesmen and
statesmen who are trained like scientists ” .
Yours, etc,
O sw a l d M osley

To the Editor of The European.
Sir,
Sir Oswald Mosley, in your July number, offers his essay,
The Problem o f Power, as a basis for a welcomed discussion.
As a student of political science, and as a Disraelian Tory,
I should like to join in the discussion on one or two points.
First as to the idea o f parliament being elected on an occupational,
instead o f a geographical basis. This idea, I think, first came
into prominence in this country in the writings, nearly forty years
ago, o f the Guild Socialists, notably o f G. D. H. Cole, in his
Guild Socialism Re-stated. Since that time, the general trend
of opinion in that direction has been modified by the Webbs
in their Constitution fo r a Socialist Commonwealth, by Sir
Winston Churchill in a Romanes lecture, by L. S. Amery in
his Thoughts on the Constitution, and by Christopher Hollis in
his Can Parliament Survive ? ” — into a proposal for two Houses,
one a political one based on the present geographical represen
tation, and another “ House of Industry ” based on functional
representation.
The idea underlying these later proposals appears to me to
be .a sounder one. For Cole’s early theories presupposed a
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complete, if gradual, disappearance of political parties. But is
this likely, or even desirable ? And this brings me to the conflict
mentioned by Mosley between liberty and authority, a conflict
to which all the great political thinkers from the ancient Greeks
•onward — Thomas Aquinas, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, the
Utilitarian school, to name only a few— have attempted, without
complete success, to find a complete solution. The philosopher
of the Guild Socialists, Ramiro de Maeztu (who acknowledged
the derivation of many o f his ideas from the French “ FederalSyndicalist ” jurist, Leon Duguit) attempted to resolve this
antinomy by introducing a third factor, “ Function ”, but it
cannot be said that he was wholly convincing.
It may not be true that present-day political parties always
correspond with fundamental differences in political out-look.
Party caucuses tend to continue old controversies which themselves
have ceased to be realistic, e.g., free trade and protection,
socialism and private enterprise, cease to be really vital issues
and become mere questions o f expediency. But the old issue,
the problem of reconciling liberty with authority, always remains.
It was the original source, and it will continue to be the main
issue, of the division of men into two political parties. And that
cannot be altered ; it is a matter o f individual temperament;
men are, at heart, “ little Liberals or little Conservatives ” —
(all Socialists are, au fond, one or the other) — in the same way
as they are Catholics or Protestants. The question is always
whether, when tension is high between liberty and authority,
authority should prevail for fear of anarchy, or whether “ private
judgement ”, the individual conscience, must prevail at the risk
of anarchy. That is the first of the problems of power, as it has
always been the first problem of political obligation.
It is because of these fundamental differences that I think the
idea of a “ political ” House, elected on the present geographical
basis, plus an industrial House elected on a functional basis,
is the preferable solution. (I assume the continuance, though
perhaps with a different composition, o f an Upper House.
I do not see how an Upper House could sensibly be abolished,
unless we had a written constitution — which is foreign to our
traditions — , with a differentiation between “ fundamental ”
and ordinary laws. On the only occasion in our history when
the House of Lords was abolished, the then House of Commons
proceeded to pass a law that it could never be dissolved except
by its own consent. And the writings of some of the members
of the Socialist League in the 1930s showed that a similar
proposal was not impossible in our own times.)
A political House might be elected triennially, as Mosley suggests,
but I think an industrial House should not be re-elected more
often than every five, or even seven years. For their deliberations
would be more specialised and detailed, and less party-controversial,
and acquired experience would be more desirable. (Perhaps
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one solution would be for a third o f the members to be elected
every two years and to sit for six years, — something like
Harrington’s proposal in “ Oceana ”.)
Again, I do not see how, short o f totalitarianism, it is possible
to “ pass clearly defined laws enabling (the Government) to
bring all political conflict to an end ” , except during general
elections. This would indeed seem to lay us open to Rousseau’s
jibe that “ the English people . . . are free only when they
are electing members o f Parliament ”. The electorate can
never, at general elections, express their views on every question
that may need legislation or other Government action (e.g.,
foreign policy) during the lifetime o f a parliament, or even on
the details o f the legislation which, on the mandate theory, they
may be held to have approved in principle. Continuous informed
political discussion is surely desirable. Or is Mosley attempting
to differentiate between political “ conflict ” and political dis
cussion ? I don’t see how one can draw any dividing line.
Moreover, he says that the press should be quite free to attack
the Government. On this point I am very doubtful about his
suggestions. I think a Government might well have a statutory
right to a published reply to a mis-statement o f facts, but apart
from that, would not the newspapers have a right to express
their own counter-arguments, and if so, would not the whole
space o f the newspapers (except those completely subservient
to the Government o f the day) be occupied by a continuous
debate — and, with new topics arising, an ever widening debate
— with a consequent almost complete loss of circulation ?
The last point I should like to make is whether Mosley accepts
the mass-democratic principle of “ one man, one vote ” . He talks
about the “ people’s vote ” and “ implementing the people’s
w ill!’ ; does he mean the will of the average, i.e., the only half
politically literate, man and woman ? Having given everybody
one vote, has not the time come when we should attempt to find
some means of weighing, as well as counting, heads ? And if
we had only one Lower House o f Parliament, occupationally
elected, but on the “ one man, one vote ” principle, we would
surely either have to find some means o f “ weighting ” the various
interests, or we should have a House permanently controlled
by representatives o f the mainly manual worker Trade Unionists,
(and of these mainly the unskilled and semi-skilled), who would
be “ Labour ”. Or is it Mosley’s contention that under those
circumstances they would soon cease to be so ? It seems rather
puzzling, without a lot o f further explanation.
Yours, etc.,
M ax T hom pso n .

Chiltons, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, Sussex.
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